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The Problem of the Term Khayal al-Zill
A Ciritical & Analytical Study

Abstract: The “Shadow Play” is a type of folkloric show which is rooted in
human history. There has been some ambiguity in calling this type of the
theatre, Khayal al-Zill. Concerning this issue, there have been disagreements
among Arab and western researchers. Accordingly, by the use of analytical
and critical approach, and based on historical and literary documents, the
present research, aims to investigate different viewpoints that have been
dealt with the analysis of this term, to remove the above-mentioned
ambiguity. Research findings indicate that the term “khayal” in the phrase
“khayal al-zill’ means puppets that the puppeteers (khayali) move based on
what they have in their minds, and show them as colorful moving shadows to
the audience. The puppeteers create imaginary dreams in the minds of the
audience so that they imagine it is the puppets themselves that talk and
move, while when the curtain was folded up, the audience would understand
what they had watched was just an imagination. Therefore, we assume that
the term “khayal al-zill’ is an Idhafa manawia that has the meaning of “min”,
within itself. There are two reasons for this claim: firstly, mudhafonilaih
indicates the type of Mudhaf and secondly, mudhafonilaih can be the
statement (khabar) for Mudhaf

Keywords: Theatre, Khayal al-zill, Zill al-Khayal, Problem of the Term.
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