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Abstract:

Historical sources are the key issue scholars are faced with, particularly those who
specialize in modern history. Indeed, this era is marked by the ever-changing dynamics
of its sources, be it through declassifying historical documents, making them accessible
to scholars, or the increasing number of biographies and testimonies provided by key
journalistic and radio figures about their contribution in the shaping of events. As such,
the scholar who specializes in the history of modern Algeria, and more specifically in
the liberation war, is faced with an overwhelming amount of basic undocumented and
uncounted for sources namely testimonies and autobiographies. Hence, the conflicting
opinions about the proper use of such sources .

This paper will focus on the importance and the credibility of these autobiographies and
their role in demystifying historical facts and writing the history of modern Algeria .

Key words:

historical sources, the definition of an autobiography, the importance of
autobiographies, writing the history of modern Algeria, the history of the liberation war.
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