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The mirror and Identity
Question In Adonis poetry
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Abstract: many of his poems while trying to experiment new artistic techniques, thus
developing and enriching his own poetic project. Given that the theme of the mirror
is closely associated with identity question, we wanted to investigate its forms of
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presence in his poetry and explore its meaning about the nature of identity that the
Self is trying to achieve. Whether the mirror in Adonis’s poetry is predicated on
metaphor or chiasm, it reflects the Self’s rejection of the ready-made identity and its
attempt to create a versatile identity open unto the Other, which is a horizon for a new
Being. The breaking of the mirror and even its killing has been recurrent in Adonis’
poetry because the Self refuses the constant and transcendent identity and yearns for
inaugurating multiple and new identities.

Keywords: Mirror; Identity; Self; Other; Metaphor.
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Jacques Tomas, éd. Seuil, 1983, p. 49.

8 Jean Chevalier et Alain Cheerbrant, Dictionnaire des symboles, Robert
Laffond/ Jupiter, Paris, 1982, art (Miroir), p.p 636, 637.

4 Joélle Gardes Tamine et Marie Claude Hubert, Dictionnaire de critique
littéraire, Cérés éditions, Tunis, 1998, art (Baroque), p.p. 34, 35.
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