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The role of Muhammad Ibn Shanab in preserving the Islamic educational
heritage during the period of the French occupation of Algeria
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Abstract:

The scholar Muhammad Ibn Shanab (1869-1929) is considered one of the people
of the city of Medea who employed their knowledge in serving and preserving their
Islamic educational heritage. He was loyal to his country, people, religion and culture
during the French occupation. The latter used all different ways and means to
obliterate the religious, linguistic and national identity of this people. This
intervention examines the manifestations of cultural resistance within the University
of Algiers at the time through the distinguished intellectual works of Muhammad Ibn
Shanab. He was the first doctor of Arabic literature at the University of Algiers. His
protection of the educational heritage in its various forms was manifested through
several studies in Arabic and French, so that the Algerian, who was ignorant of the
Arabic language, could learn about his Islamic and Arab heritage and culture in
French. This was the feature that characterized the acumen, intelligence and
awareness of Muhammad bin Shanab in consolidating the heritage.

Keywords: Muhammad Ibn Shanab - Educational Heritage - Cultural Resistance -
Arab Islamic Heritage.
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