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The Rhetorical Dimension in the Criticism of Poetic Texts. A Reading of Selected Examples of
Ancient Arabic Criticism
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Abstract: Rhetoric at the beginning was linked to criticism, despite their separation, their field of work is
one: literary text. Arabic poetry occupied the bulk of rhetorical and critical studies. Although poetry is
characterized by individual experiences, it is not without the aesthetic qualities that are the basic building block
in any poetic text. The researchers had to analyse base upon a rhetorical analysis to probe into this poetic discourse.
We have referred to the relation of rhetoric to criticism which helped us understand this concept and we have tried
to show how the ancient rhetorical theorists dealt with the poetic tradition and their use of mechanisms in
criticizing poetic texts. We have reached a set of points that demonstrates the complementarity between the two
sciences, represented by the use of criticism of rhetorical mechanisms in the criticism of poetic texts, It is

imperative that science benefits from some of it, including rhetoric and criticism.
Keywords: Rhetoric, criticism, speech, poetry, Argumentation.
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