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French orientalists and Arab and Islamic heritage annotation "Alfred Octave
Bell as a model"

Abstract:Orientalism is considered as one of the Western schools, which was
interested in studying Eastern cultures in general, including the Arab-Islamic culture, it
focused on different fields, such as, arts, science, literature and cared for translating it,
one of the writings that attracted the attention of, both contemporary thinkers and
researchers, was the book of « Orientalism » which was written by « Edward Said » 1978
in English then it was translated to Arabic.

After the French colonisation to Islamic and Arabic territories, the French
orientalists’ interest in the Islamic-Arabic heritage grew even bigger, among them was
« Alfred Octave Bel » who cared to study the Algerian and Moroccan heritage, through
what he had accomplished from scripts or translation, but it seems like he made scientific
errors intentionally or otherwise, so we will get to know « Alfred Octave Bel » and his
most significant scientific implications, pointing out the mistakes as reported by the
Moroccan historian Dr. Mohammed Haji.
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