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Summary

The poetic re-composition of Ibn Hisham Al Ansari’s book Mughni Al Labeeb a’an Kutub
Al A’areeb (761 AH) by the great scholar (Qutub al-A’tmma) Muhammad ibn Yusuf
Attafayyish is widely considered as one the latter’s most valuable linguistic legacies. The
value of this re-composition stems from its rearrangement of a hugely impactful work in the
realm of Arabic grammar (Nahii), as it elaborates on the meaning of letters and the rules of
parsing. Interestingly, the work done by Attafayyish shows a significant diversion from his
traditional prosaic literature, as it offers the reader insight into his methodology of
grammatical poetic composition. In this context, the present study explores the manuscripts
of this grammatical poem — to the extent that can be explored and studied — and attempts to
compare such manuscripts in order to collate the full poem written by this great scholar.

The study also elaborates on the poems of Mughni Al Labeeb a’an Kutub Al A’areeb,
discusses their value in the Arabic language heritage, and presents their historical
chronology as well as the position of Attafayyish’s amongst these iconic poems. The study
also seeks to examine the title of Attafayyish’s poem and analyze its methodology in
presenting the grammatical question. In addition, the study reviews relevant opinions,
provides additional information and supporting examples that are either included or
referenced in the poem itself, and showcases the perspective of the re-composer in favor or
contradiction to Ibn Hisham.
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The present study makes several conclusions, mainly that the re-composed poem consists
of no more than two thousand forty verses of which one thousand nine hundred forty-five
verses exist today. It debunks conclusions made by past studies that analyzed this poem, as
it demonstrates that Attafayyish was not a mere re-composer of the book, but rather a
contributor that enriched the work with his grammatical input in which he either supported
or contradicted Ibn Hisham.

I Key Terms: Attafayyish — Grammatical poems — Ibn Hisham — The book Mughni Al Labee N
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