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Textbook: Functions, mechanisms of manufacturing and methods of evaluation.
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Abstract:

The textbook holds a central and important position in the educational and
teaching system, because it represents an important educational resource. Indeed,
the educational textbook is considered as a true reflection of the educational
curriculum, which is based on the philosophy of education and the great educational
goals in the society. Furthermore, it provides the highest level of learning
experiences aimed at achieving the educational goals sought by the sector of
education and teaching.

Despite the spread of teaching means in various forms, paper and digital, and
their development through ages, the textbook is still considered as the most used
teaching tool, on one hand, and the most common in the preservation and transfer of
knowledge, concepts and skills, on the other hand. This may be explained by the fact
that it is the easiest source of teaching and learning that is present in both poles of
the teaching process; i.e.: teacher and learner, in their respective public and private
environments. This is also due to interrelated factors with historical, cultural,
economic, social, psychological and educational backgrounds.

Therefore, this study aims to answer the following questions: What is the nature
of the textbook? What is its relationship with the curriculum? What are its functions
and uses in school education? What are the mechanisms, standards and conditions to
be adopted in the textbook’s manufacture, production and design? What are the most
important scientific methods adopted in its evaluation?

Keywords: Textbook - Curriculum — Textbook manufacture and design - Evaluation
of textbook.
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