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Abstract :

Among the renaissance projects that emerged in the Renaissance era for the Arab
world were two important projects: the reformist trend and the secular trend. Given the
floundering of the Arab countries and the Islamic world in general in the spiral of
backwardness and decadence, the trend of secularism appeared in the Arab Islamic East.

The reason that led to the emergence of secularism is the similarity that the representatives of
this trend made to the causes of backwardness, which is the lack of a correct understanding of
religion and Sharia. The wrong derstanding of religion was accused of closing every door to
ijtihad and rational thinking, which calls for openness to the other. Both Shibli Al-Shamail
and Farah Antun sought to Applying secularism to the Arab and Islamic world in order to
achieve modernity, work to achieve an intellectual and scientific renaissance, and change
social conditions as Europe did previously.

Key Words : Secularism, modernity, the Arab-Islamic world, renaissance, intellectual openness
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