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Abstract:

The recent decades of the last century witnessed successive and rapid events that
made the process of change inevitable in most countries around the world, making the
focus on enhancing educational curricula extremely important in an era characterized
by massive use of technology. This issue has captured the attention of thinkers and
workers in the educational field. Algeria, due to its geographical and cultural area
experiencing many developments on the political, social, and security levels, is
compelled to keep pace with the wave of technology and is required to balance between
the technological and informational development this wave demands on one hand, and
preserving the symbols of its civilizational existence on the other. Therefore, the
educational reforms in Algeria have dedicated several principles, the first of which is
the right to education, and the most important is preserving identity and keeping up with
modernization. Our article titled (Educational Reforms in Algeria: Between the
Problem of Preserving National Identity and the Challenges of Cultural Globalization)
addresses the reality of these reforms by discussing the most important points:

The nature of globalization and its danger to the cultural specificities of peoples.

The role of the educational system in facing the wave of globalization.

Educational reforms in Algeria: Between preserving the components of identity and
keeping up with the era of technology.

Key words: education reforms; national identity; cultural globalization.
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Introduction:

Societies differ from one another based on the quantity and quality of
accumulated knowledge and the context in which the process of knowledge
Impartation and general socialization occurs. It is evident that stagnant societies
have a significantly lesser harvest of knowledge in terms of quantity and are
backward in terms of quality. The culture of stagnant societies is characterized by
rigidity and intolerance for values, and a lack of tolerance for any new
modification or development, unlike societies with active social dynamism which
are dynamic, flexible, and capable of quickly adapting to changes and continuity,
thus offering them a better chance of survival, progress, and competition,
protecting their identity, and developing their scientific and civilizational
capabilities.

Identity forms a very complex fabric derived from the people's creed, their major
values, their historical memory, and the characteristics of the place to which they
belong. As (Manasseriya., 2012) sees it, identity is not a rigid structure nor a final
given, as some of its components change and some may shrink depending on the
type of cultural activities people engage in and the circumstances and challenges
they face.

Talking about the identity of any nation is a discussion about its civilizational and
human existence in terms of its knowledge continuity and intellectual extension.
The term identity is a deep and simultaneously ambiguous concept, as defined by
Erik Erikson, who showed interest in this topic in the twentieth century, as being
omnipresent yet elusive and mysterious. ldentity is one of the basic pillars of
society and its importance is evident in its constant presence across all fields,
especially in the social sciences and education.

Thus, peoples and nations have always defended their identity by all means and
various methods to ward off the assault of foreign currents on their local
environment, which try to strip generations of their past and beliefs and stand
against the ghost of globalization.

The issue of national identity has turned into a real crisis, as wars now are wars
of identities, cultural invasion, and clash of civilizations. Globalization is but a
means to dominate these peoples by imposing a uniform lifestyle that erases
religious and cultural boundaries and replaces them with a hybrid Western culture
that has seized the minds of the youth, planting in them ideas alien to the culture
and values of the local environment. This is what experts and theorists call
"cultural globalization,” which is considered one of the most dangerous aspects
of globalization because it penetrates the value system of societies, demolishes
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the moral system of individuals, and replaces it with Western moral values that
lack any spiritual or human dimension.

To preserve the identity and cohesion of peoples from the imminent danger of
cultural globalization, it is necessary to establish real pillars that stand against any
detachment from civilization, protect them from dissolving into a pre-prepared
uniform mold, and preserve their characteristics from extinction. This is reflected
in the educational system of this or that society, as studies and facts have proven
that education is one of the weapons used by advanced nations to preserve their
identity from the risk of detachment and dissolving into other cultures.

If the educational system, represented by the school, is a means adopted by
societies to preserve their identity and pass it on to subsequent generations, then
it (the school) must perform this role, considering the conditions for the continuity
of civilization, the first of which is the individual's feeling of belonging to the
nation. If we look closely at academic curricula internationally, we will find that
they are very similar to a large extent, without considering the geographical and
cultural differences of the world, making it a common language that excludes
local cultures.

In this context, several studies have emphasized the significant and crucial role of
the educational system and the school as a whole in facing the repercussions of
cultural globalization on the fate of peoples and preserving their entity from
division. Among them is the study by ( (Al-Abdullah, 1998, p. 53), which focused
on education and security in the era of globalization, considering education to be
the true fortress protecting peoples from dissolving into the trap of globalization,
and the study by (Al-Khalif, 2003, p. 15) that explored the relationship between
globalization and education, seeing globalization as seeking to spread a specific
and uniform educational model that eliminates the peculiarities of peoples.

Algeria, belonging to the Arab and Islamic civilizational sphere, is exposed like
others to the wave of globalization in all its manifestations. Therefore, it was
imperative for those responsible for the field of education to address two issues:
preserving the national identity with all its components and keeping pace with the
era of technology. Thus, the educational reforms of 2001 were introduced, leading
to the establishment of the National Committee for Educational Reform to achieve
these two demands and to reform the educational system as a whole. This involved
restructuring the education system, issuing the Education Guidance Law on
January 22, 2008 (Committee, 2009), and adopting the competency-based approach
in education. In April 2015, new curricula known as the "Second Generation
Reforms" were issued. Based on this basis, we pose
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our general question: What are the implications of globalization on the reality

of educational reform in Algeria?
Haut du formulaire

These major reforms focused on two main axes: preparing a good citizen
imbued with civic values and keeping pace with modernization. Hence, we will
explore the following points:

The nature of globalization and its danger to the cultural peculiarities of peoples.
The role of the educational system in standing against the wave of cultural
globalization.

Educational reforms in Algeria: Between preserving the components of identity
and keeping pace with the era of technology.

-Research Objectives : Each
study has a set of objectives that the researcher seeks to achieve and highlight.
The main objectives of this study are: Introducing

national identity, its components, and its significance in curriculum development.
Shedding light on the impact of cultural globalization on the cultural fabric of

societies. Highlighting
the importance of keeping pace with global changes, whether scientific,
technological, or educational.

Defining the fundamental principles of educational reform in Algeria.

-Haut du formulaire

Research methodology ;
Since the researcher conducted a theoretical study on the reality of educational
reform in Algeria in light of the implications of cultural globalization , She used
the descriptive methodology, which is suitable for the nature of the study.
As this approach helps in presenting the educational literature that addressed the
subject , Through it, we analyze laws and official documents and present the
stages that educational reform in Algeria has gone through .

Haut du formulaire

1- The Nature of Cultural Globalization:

Globalization is considered a global phenomenon with its economic,
political, and cultural institutions, funded by liberalism to dominate the
components of developing nations, obliterating their particularities, destroying
their identities, and merging them into a programmed global melting pot. The
challenge of globalization is among the most severe challenges that have
forcefully imposed themselves in this era, with this concept having an old history
and new visions that evolved and crystallized in the 1960s by theorists who saw
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in economic power and technological development an opportunity to extend
Western influence over the rest of the peoples to absorb their riches, exploit the
brains of their scientists, obliterate their identities, and change their ethical
concepts. (Ali, 2007, p. 104) believes that globalization means the dissolving of
particularity, transitioning from the specific to the general, from the part to the
whole, from the limited to the comprehensive.

Siegler defines it as transcending the concept of the nation-state and transforming
into entities of multiple nationalities where spatial and temporal boundaries
dissolve, replaced by several economic, political, and ideological practices
(Sklair, 2004). Ronald Robertson offers a precise definition of globalization as the
shaping and crystallization of the world as one stance and the emergence of a
single global humanity where economic, scientific, and knowledge boundaries
between people dissolve, and the principle of freedom and legitimacy for
everything prevails (Barakat, 2001).

Globalization is divided into several branches, each performing its function with
the goal of ultimate domination, including economic, political, military, and
cultural globalization. However, what concerns us as peoples trying to preserve
our existence, history, and civilization is cultural globalization.

The declared goal of globalization is to serve humanity by unifying destiny,
removing geographical barriers, spreading human values, making information
accessible to all, and enabling access to technology, starting from the center, i.e.,
from the West to the East or from the North to the South (Al-zu'bi, 2006) because
the flow of information goes in one direction. Cultural globalization is an attempt
by a certain society or forces to generalize their cultural model to other societies
through influencing the civilizational concepts, cultural values, and behavioral
patterns of individuals in these societies.

The idea of the clash or conflict of civilizations, as envisioned by Samuel
Huntington, aims to break what is called the identity of peoples. He believes that
the Western civilization is the cultured civilization that everyone should adopt
(Huntington, 1999).
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1-1- The Goals of Cultural Globalization:

Understanding the reality of cultural globalization makes us question the
goals it aims to achieve, and recognizing these real objectives helps us grasp the
danger that globalization poses. The apparent declared goal of cultural
globalization is to serve humanity at large by unifying destiny, removing barriers,
and spreading human values. However, the true essence of globalization is
penetration, annihilation of the other, and absolute control, which becomes clear
to anyone who delves into this truth. The most important goals of cultural
globalization can be summarized in the following points:

Penetrating societies, especially Arab and Islamic ones, with the aim of erasing
their identities and cultures and replacing them with Western values and ideas
based on sexual liberation and unethical standards.

Imposing a media policy capable of reshaping ethics according to the goals of
global imperialism, breaking customs and traditions to fragment the unity of
society. In this regard, Robert Strauss says that America's primary mission is to
unify the globe under its leadership and continue the dominance of Western
culture. The task of the American people is to eliminate nation-states.

Adopting a new language of colonization, which is the language of technology
and information where information is freely available through the internet, and
spreading the poison of this colonization among teenagers in particular, aiming to
create a generation detached from its identity.

Relying on the media revolution represented by the internet and satellite channels
and promoting Western culture.

Advocating for absolute freedom of expression.

Advocating for the separation of religion from all other aspects of life.

Cultural penetration through informational media and social networking sites.
The Role of the Local Educational System in Standing Against the Wave of
Cultural Globalization:

Education is one of the pillars of the rise of nations. The countries that have
advanced have focused on human development, which is based on reforming the
education and training system, its plans, goals, and curricula. Hence, placing
education at the top of priorities is the locomotive that leads nations to stay in the
race of civilization.

Globalization has been putting pressure on educational systems worldwide,
especially in the third world, attempting to marginalize these systems, dismantle
them, or even threaten them with extinction and dissolution due to their inability

to keep up with it (Harb, 2001). The link between education and human
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development is derived from the principles and philosophy of society, where
education aims to instill Islamic faith in the youth, impart knowledge,
competencies, values, customs, and traditions, and prepare them to be active
members in building their society, loving their country, and taking pride in its
history, civilization, and heritage in the face of globalization challenges.

In this context, (Ezzat, 1995) believes that the information revolution, which is one
of the by-products of cultural globalization, has become one of the most important
components of education and learning in terms of:

It relies on human intellect as its creator and innovator, its structure is knowledge-
based, and thus, it is not exclusive to any particular society. It is a revolution that
all countries can participate in and benefit from, provided they rely on
information, knowledge, and produce educated and science-aware societies.

It has eliminated the dimension of space and is about to eliminate the dimension
of time in the speed of information transfer. The rapid means of communication
now cross borders without restrictions, and the real fortification of the individual
and society against this cultural invasion is through educating the individual and
providing them with a true Islamic education, raising their awareness, and training
them to choose between good and evil, beneficial and harmful, requiring a system,
programs, curricula, cultural, and media devices of a new and advanced type.

It has led to a rapid social change that includes values, institutions, and social
relations as a result of the speed of knowledge and technological progress. This
requires equipping the individual with thinking methods, science, knowledge,
skills, values, awareness of change, benefiting from its positives, confronting its
negatives, and being quick to adapt to this change. This responsibility falls on the
education system, its goals, curricula, and preparing humans for the present and
future, moving away from the culture of memorization and embracing the culture
of creativity and teaching individuals how to think.

(Al-Fawwi, (2001) states, "Globalization is not a transition from the phenomenon
of national and nationalist culture to a new superior culture, which is global
culture, but rather it is a cultural rape, a symbolic aggression against all cultures,
especially our Arab and Islamic culture." David Rieff, a professor of international
relations at Columbia University and a former official in the government of
former U.S. President Clinton, urged the United States to exploit the global
information revolution to promote American culture and values at the expense of
other cultures, because Americans are the most just and tolerant nation, the best
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model for the future, and the most capable of leading the world (Al-Mabrouk,
1999).

In this regard, several Arab studies have translated the importance of the
educational system keeping up with the challenges of globalization and its
Importance in preserving the cultural components of the peoples, among them the
study by Abdel Rahman (2010), which focused on the importance of general
education and university education in preserving identity components. The study
by Abdel Samie (2007) and Al-Azzawi (2008) addressed the danger of the
diversity of nationalities and Islamic sects on the unity of the Iragi people after
the American occupation, where the results confirmed the emergence of sectarian
differences, which were later fueled by social networks. Al-Hasani's study (1426
AH), titled "The Role of the School in Facing the Cultural Challenges of
Globalization™, aimed to clarify the concept of globalization, identify the cultural
challenges of globalization, and activate the school's role in facing the cultural
challenges of globalization. It concluded that:

Globalization primarily targets dissolving the Muslim personality, losing its
features through the spread, generalization, and construction of the American
model, covering all areas.

Globalization aims to dye the whole world with one color through its domination.
Looking at the role of the educational system in translating ethical and behavioral
values of the society and keeping up with the technological wave, it is required to
achieve this without compromising the values stipulated by international
conventions. According to Article 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights: "Education shall be directed to the full development of the human
personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental
freedoms. It shall promote understanding, tolerance, and friendship among all
nations, racial or religious groups, and shall further the activities of the United
Nations for the maintenance of peace." This article and others, focusing on the
necessity of education promoting concepts of respect and tolerance among
different national, ethnic, and religious groups, indirectly indicate the necessity
for curricula to reflect these principles. Since curricula and textbooks are one of
the mediums for transmitting these values to students, they must align with these
values.

The state enjoys the right to promote its identity according to international
agreements. However, there is still a need for curricula that maintain a balance
between promoting the constants of identity, whatever their type, and elevating
the values of tolerance, acceptance, and diversity from another side. This leads us
to discuss the Algerian educational curricula and the reforms undertaken by the
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Algerian state to preserve the national identity on one hand and face the
repercussions of cultural globalization on the other.

2- Educational Reforms in Algeria: Preserving ldentity and
Facing the Consequences of Globalization :

One of the most important conditions for the success of reforms in any
educational system is to have a framework and a general reference that it relies on
during the process of evaluating and revising curricula and planning for strategies
and approaches in educational pedagogy. Algeria, like other countries, has sought
and continues to strive for reforming its educational system in accordance with
the changes happening on the international stage, taking into consideration the
general reference framework of the Algerian educational system, which is defined
as follows:

The deep history of Algeria.

The declaration of November 1st, 1954,

The national identity with its three dimensions (Islam, Arabism, Amazigh).

The democratic, scientific, humanistic, and universal character.

In 2001, Algeria approved a project to reform the educational system and
identified the major axes of this reform, which include improving the quality of
supervision, pedagogical modification, reorganizing the educational system, and
creating the National Committee for Educational Reform in 2001.

2-1- The Course of Educational Reforms in Algeria after 2001

The reform process was sequential, aiming at the gradual reform of the
educational system, and can be summarized in the following points:
Establishment of the National Committee for Educational Reform in 2001.
The beginning of structural educational and pedagogical reform (2003-2004).
Issuing the action plan for implementing the educational reform (October 2003).
Implementing the concept of the institution's project (2006-2007) as specified in
the notice number 153 dated June 5, 2006.
Issuing the guiding law for education in January 2008 and adopting the
competency-based approach.
Finally, what is known as the second-generation reforms that affected the
curricula in 2015, starting with the curricula for the first and second year of
primary and the first year of middle school.
Based on the notice number 489 / M.E / D.G dated May 3, 2003, which includes
laws for preparing for the school year that accompanies the adoption of the first
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generation and the competency-based approach, it was through this that the
general principles and starting points that govern these reforms and guide them
were defined. Among these principles, we find:

The national dimension: which mandatorily considers the following:

Supporting unity and national culture through interaction between the three
components of Islam, Arabism, and Amazigh.

Developing the Arabic language in its scientific, technological, literary, artistic,
and popular dimensions.

Highlighting the wvalues brought by Islam, such as tolerance, integrity,
uprightness, love for work, and a conscious reading of the fundamental texts.
The democratic dimension: which considers the following in its preparation:
Promoting the democratic spirit.

The right to education and its free provision.

Equal opportunities for all categories regardless of the segment they belong to.
Adapting education for the majority of learners and taking care of their differences
and diversity.

Ensuring a minimum level of cultural living in harmony in the country and with
the world.

Preparing citizens for social and individual life that qualifies them to undergo
personal tests and bear their responsibility.

The global and modern dimension: several points are considered in its
preparation, as mentioned in the document of educational reform, including:
Ensuring a scientific and technological culture for every citizen to integrate into
the new world of science and technology.

Ensuring openness to the world, being aware of its problems, and contributing to
their solutions.

Ensuring the promotion of critical thinking that allows for the selection of positive
uses of sciences.

Promoting the Amazigh language and taking care of regional differences and
diversity.

Highlighting all aspects of national identity through care for ancient and modern
history and its relation to local and regional history.

Observers of the course of these reforms can see Algeria's commitment to working
in two challenging directions: one towards preserving the components of national
identity despite the tensions, and the other towards modernization, which requires
facing the negative consequences of globalization on the culture and ethics of the
youth, and the necessity of embracing technology and progress to achieve the
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state's philosophical goal of preparing a good citizen who is attached to his
identity and keeps up with modernity.

It's impossible to overlook a hidden reality that since the events of September 11,
the United States has aimed to dominate international organizations with
expertise, such as UNESCO, and sought to infiltrate other regional organizations
with educational and cultural characteristics, like the Arab Educational, Cultural
and Scientific Organization and the Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization. It has also aimed to direct the activities of other international bodies
with an economic dimension, such as the International Monetary Fund and the
World Bank, to serve as tools of control and dominance, by directing its efforts
specifically to serve a certain type of cognitive, cultural, educational, and
instructional thought in other countries around the world (Salam, 2006). This fact
has placed Algeria in the face of a significant challenge to achieve the great goals
of education without compromising the constants and without falling behind in
the race of technology.

The task is challenging given the emergence of two opposing poles: one calling

for adherence to language and religion and heritage as a decisive factor for

preserving sovereignty and national stability, and the other advocating for

westernization, especially in language, as it is considered a major factor for

lagging in adopting technological means.

To ensure the success of the reforms initiated by the authorities, several matters

that consider the following must be addressed:

2-1-1- Curriculum development: To
match the era of openness and modern technological development.

Adjusting the orientation of students and society towards technical

specializations.

Focusing on preparing, developing, and training teachers, and considering the

development of the education system.

Studying the reasons behind the decline in the quality of general education

outputs, and focusing on labor market requirements. (Watfa, 2003)

2-1-2-Teacher preparation:

Capable of mobilizing students' energies, sensing their enthusiasm,
providing them with keys to knowledge, the principles of scientific methodology,
modern and correct research methods, initiating dialogue, training them on it, and
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having the ability to discover talents and creativity, and care for individuals with
special needs, whether they are creative, talented, or have special needs.
2-1-3-Student preparation: Through:

Acquiring desired scientific knowledge, skills, and social values.
Helping students adapt to society, life, and the environment.
Personal development and capabilities.

2-1-4-Content Preparation: According to Al-Salam (2006), there are several
criteria to consider, including:

A)- Balancing the quantitative and qualitative aspects and the depth of science
topics.

B)- Selecting the content of science courses based on the eight standards of
science content: unifying concepts and processes in science, science as inquiry,
physical sciences, life sciences, earth and space sciences, science and technology,
science in personal and social perspectives, and the history and nature of science.
C)- Developing programs to counteract the privacy invasion, westernization, and
alienation from self that globalization seeks, and to combat the loss of
consciousness (Al-Namla, 2009).

In this regard, the general reference for the revised curricula, in
accordance with the Education Orientation Law No. 08-04 dated January 23,
2008, which serves as the primary source for curriculum development, lays the
general and fundamental foundations for building curricula with an Algerian
flavor and a global perspective. It considers the Algerian society's specificity on
one hand and aspires to prepare the citizen of the future on the other hand, away
from the negative pulls of globalization. It focuses on:

A)- Pride in the national character and enhancing national unity by promoting
and preserving values associated with Islam, Arabism, and Amazigh.

B)- Training on citizenship.

C)- Openness to the progressive global movement and integration into it.

D)- Emphasizing the principle of democracy and the promotion of human
resources and highlighting their importance. (Curriculum, 2009, page 10)

Moreover, the curriculum guide emphasizes the necessity for Algerian
educational curricula to be built on several principles, most importantly the value
principle, whose tasks include transferring the nation's values to subsequent
generations. Among its most important values are the national identity
components: Islam, Arabism, Amazigh, and shared history (Curricula, 2009, p. 17).
Considering the significant technological changes and global political and
economic interactions, it has become essential to respond to these influences to

maintain our position among nations on the one hand and to preserve the cultural
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and identity character of the Algerian nation on the other hand. The competency-
based approach adopted by Algeria in its reforms transitions the school from its
old concept of transferring knowledge to students and indoctrinating them with
its basics to a modern school that balances between the student's local identity,
combining his nation's history and past with his Islamic religion and both his
Arabic and Amazigh languages, and his right to explore the world with its diverse
cultures and to acquire technology. Terms like democracy, human rights, peaceful
coexistence, respect for others, and citizenship have dominated the scene, whether
politically, media-wise, or educationally, leading the state to focus on
implementing an education policy on citizenship that allows the student to open a
window through which to discover the other without dissolving into their culture
or detaching from his identity.

Through these conditions, we can establish the major landmarks for the success
of the reforms undertaken by the authorities, focusing on:

- The necessity to expedite real educational reforms that touch the core of the
scientific and educational renaissance through curricula and courses that keep
pace with modernization and consider the conditions for student learning at all
age and educational stages, with the necessity of providing the material
educational means to make these reforms successful.

- The need to strengthen the components of the Algerian national identity,
including language, religion, and history, by connecting the student to his past and
acquainting him with his ancestors' history to instill a culture of pride in the state's
civilizational heritage, through practical activities, as students in the basic
educational stages need more tangible activities through which values are
entrenched and pride in their ancestors' past and striving to reclaim their glory is
enhanced.

- The necessity for educational reforms to instill citizenship values in
students by enhancing concepts of the nation, belonging, land, and the ethical and
civic behaviors that the student should embody as the citizen of tomorrow.

- The importance of the educational reforms carrying the ethical culture that
enshrines the principles of tolerance, values, and high ideals derived from Islamic
teachings, and for the school to be the fortress that stands against the ideas alien
to the Algerian society, which spread extremist thought among the youth as a
result of the spread of social networking sites and their dissemination of
mediocrity in all its forms.

- The necessity to enhance the status of the Arabic language in the
educational curricula by increasing the teaching hours and changing the teaching
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strategies of this subject, which most students are averse to, making it an
Important subject at all stages of education.

- The need to enhance English as a second language due to its modernization
and as the language of science, especially since official statistics from the Ministry
of Education confirm students excel more in this language than in French.
Conclusion:

It has become clear that education and teaching face significant challenges and
dilemmas in performing their tasks. However, these challenges have become more
potent and severe in this era, where education is no longer represented solely by
the family, school, and community institutions but is conducted through multiple
and contradictory global socialization agencies. The era of globalization, which
epitomizes the communication revolution, information flow, and dominance of
image culture, threatens the cultural specificities of nations and weakens the
educational institutions' role in shaping national identity and instilling identity
values. It has become necessary in the age of globalization to have a distinctive
educational and learning system capable of facing these challenges and preserving
unigueness.

This can only be achieved in Algeria by a consensus among those responsible for
educational system reforms on the need to involve all stakeholders in consultation
processes, including thinkers, intellectuals, and field professionals like teachers,
inspectors, educational and psychology specialists, and pedagogues, to ensure a
correct start that truly considers our national identity components. There's no
benefit in reforms that touch only the surface of education and overlook the core
of upbringing, and the educational reforms initiated by Algeria since 2001 would
be incomplete without practical implementation that aligns with what is declared
in the general reference of the curricula derived from the Education Orientation
Law.
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