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Abstract:

The process of measuring the power of states is one of the most essential researches that has
seen great interest in researchers, and the goal was to work on defining the most critical
measures of power, and thus the possibility of understanding various related concepts such as
economics, sociology, culture and even geostrategic, and it can be noted how determining the
strength of any state is not limited to the galactic factors that are of great importance in the form
of geography and the physical dimension, but the measures of culture and history play great
importance in strengthening the strength of states, especially with success in converting these
measures into a catalyst for enhancing the position of The state is within its geopolitical
environment and even influences it. That is why this article attempts to investigate how to use
the scale of history as a key dimension in strengthening the power of the Arab Gulf states.
key words: Arab Gulf states; history; measuring the power, force equation.
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1.Introduction:

International political and economic developments have made the gray
areas of influence that have emerged in the relations of mutual sovereignty
between states more extensive, and the historical and cultural measures, which
are reflected in the political arena, directly impact building the internal and
external strength of states. This situation was implied by the suggestion that the
measures of power expressed in abstract terms are insufficient and the
emergence of concepts that reflect the mutual influence of several measures in
determining power. These concepts, such as the political, geopolitical,
geocultural, geoeconomic, and geostrategic economy, gain a significant
advantage in defining the meaning of power for states, especially with the
conditions that resulted from the post-cold war changes. Therefore, measures of
state power are no longer abstract and independent elements, and these dynamic
elements must address the human element with the set of factors that enter into
this field. Here, we must ask about the role of history in this new equation of
power and the importance of activating it for the Arab Gulf states.

2. The data of the new power: the role of history and geography

The state's power is considered the cornerstone in defining the dimensions
of its role on the stage of international political life, and it may be objective to
refer to some definitions of the concept of power. Otherwise, the state may be
significant, rich, or great but could be more robust. Others defined it as the
state's effectiveness and weight in the international arena, resulting from its
ability to employ the available sources of power to impose its will, achieve its
national goals and interests, and influence the choice of states. The power of the
state in this sense is determined in the light of the two elements of the sources of
power and then the process of managing and employing those sources, so none
of the origins of power acquires weight and influence by its mere existence, but
rather this weight and force are linked to the conscious intervention to transform
the available sources of power into influential energy and an effective weapon
(Mortada, 2020). While others defined power as contributing to decision-making.

Joseph Nye developed the ideas of Steven Lux and introduced a more
complex concept of power, which concerned non-material elements of power,
such as culture and values, through the notion of soft power. He defined it as 'the
state's ability to obtain what it wants by relying on attraction, rather than
coercion. Soft power expresses the second facet of power, whereby a country
can get the results it wants because other countries admire its model and try to
follow it, not because they are coerced to do so (Singh, 2017, p. 17). And with the
information revolution, a new element was added to the state's power, as it
became one of the elements of the state's power to possess technology and
information and the ability to produce advanced technology through invention,
creativity, and spreading creativity.
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Soft power is a concept in international relations coined by Joseph Nye in
the late 20th century. It refers to a nation's ability to influence and shape the
behavior of other nations and actors through non-coercive means, primarily
attraction and persuasion, rather than through military or economic force (which
are considered the "material dimension™ of power).

Soft power relies on intangible assets and strategies such as culture,
ideology, values, diplomacy, education, media, and international partnerships.
It's about a country's ability to make itself appealing to others, to shape global
narratives, and to build positive relationships and alliances. In essence, soft
power is about winning the hearts and minds of people and nations, rather than
imposing one's will through military or economic dominance.

The relationship between soft power and the material dimension of power
Is often seen as complementary. A nation's soft power can enhance its ability to
achieve its goals through material means. For example:

- Economic Power: A country with a strong soft power, such as a positive global
image, might find it easier to attract foreign investments, foster trade
relationships, and promote its industries abroad.

- Military Power: Soft power can help build international alliances and
coalitions, which can be crucial in times of conflict or crisis. A country with a
positive image and strong diplomatic ties may find it easier to garner support in
military interventions or peacekeeping efforts.

- Diplomacy: Soft power is often a tool in diplomatic negotiations. The goodwill
generated through cultural exchange, humanitarian aid, or diplomatic initiatives
can help a nation achieve its foreign policy objectives.

- Crisis Management: In times of crisis or emergencies (natural disasters,
pandemics, etc.), a nation with substantial soft power can be more effective in
garnering international support and assistance.

That is why geography and history are considered significant determinants
in determining the strength of any country and its position in the international
system, as they are constant determinants that the will of the state cannot change
in the medium and long term, but on the other hand, it does not mean that the
weight of these elements is constant and does not change in the equation of
power for the state (Parker, 1988, p. 88). Indeed, the changing international
situation opens the way for a change in the qualitative weight of the elements of
history and geography within the balance of power of any country. Instead,
states can, at the appropriate time, make these two fixed elements a critical
ground to support the dynamic construction of their foreign policy.

In the geographical aspect, the characteristics of each of the "line" and the
"pelt" constitute the arenas of tactical and operational operations for the strategic
objectives, where while the legal borders draw the separation lines that achieve
the legitimacy of the offensive and defensive strategic positions, the central
region defines the basis of the strategic presence of any country, for these
concepts related to history and geography must reflect the international and
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regional situation dynamically and accommodate temporal and spatial factors,
and not through fixed and absolute separation lines (Fairgrieve, 1917, p. 273). The
geopolitical, geoeconomic, and geocultural characteristics constitute an
integrated unit with the absorption of societies' temporal and historical factors.
For this reason, the cultural reference of any community, its cultural identity,
and the patterns produced by the historical march on and outside societal
organizations are consistent data in the equation of power for any country (East,
1967, p. 120).

On the other hand, the identity and reference of any country are also
considered the most crucial link between fixed and variable data. It has a
cultural structure for its daughters, the psychological, social, political, and
economic elements, which are based on the values of this human element, and
they are the same values that emanated from his identity and his sense of his
roots and reference.

Also, societies with a strong identity and a sense of reference resulting
from a shared understanding of time and space factors and a culture through
which they can move the psychological, social, political, and economic elements
can achieve constantly renewed strategic openings (Gasset, 1985, p. 129). On the
other hand, societies that passes through in a state of an identity crisis, which
turns this crisis into a cultural problem at the epicenter of psychological, social,
political, and even economic ripples, fall into a state of strategic closure.
3.The importance of having a strategic mentality and cultural identity

The process of building an identity with awareness of space and time within
the framework of historical accumulation is one of the most important
conditions that cannot be dispensed with to appear on the stage of history and to
contribute effectively to human accumulation and the strategic mentality that is
not based on the intention to prove its existence cannot get rid of. Therefore,
societies that have a fixed strategic mentality produce new concepts, tools, and
fields for us according to the changing circumstances surrounding this mentality
(Murray, 1999, p. 212). They can impose their weight on the scales of international
forces. On the other hand, even societies that slip away from awareness of their
identity by breaking radically in their strategic mindset will risk the strength of
their historical existence.

Culture and history are integral components of what is often referred to as a
nation's "soft power." While the traditional power equation may focus on
military and economic strength as the primary determinants of a nation's power,
culture and history play a crucial role in shaping a country's overall influence
and attractiveness on the global stage. Here's how culture and history contribute
to the power equation:

- Identity and Nation Branding: Culture and history define a nation's identity and
contribute to its unique brand. A strong cultural identity can make a nation stand
out and be recognized globally, which can enhance its soft power. For example,
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countries with rich cultural traditions like France or Japan often leverage their
cultural heritage to enhance their global influence.

- Soft Power Projection: A nation's culture, including its language, arts, cuisine,
and customs, can be a powerful tool for projecting soft power. Cultural exports
such as music, movies, literature, and fashion can influence and attract people
worldwide, promoting a favorable image of the nation.

- Historical Narratives: History shapes a nation's narratives and can be used to
strengthen its soft power. Positive historical narratives, such as those
highlighting achievements, contributions to humanity, or overcoming adversity,
can generate goodwill and admiration.

- Cultural Diplomacy: Governments and organizations often engage in cultural
diplomacy to build relationships and promote their interests. Cultural exchange
programs, exhibitions, and partnerships facilitate cross-cultural understanding
and create opportunities for cooperation.

The strategic mentality of a society is the product of a common awareness
of the historical accumulation, which contains within it cultural, psychological,
religious, and social values which are reflected in a specific geographical area. It
is also a product of the visual pattern that determines the status of this society to
the world as a whole. Even when we look from this angle, we see the
relationship between mentality and strategy in the region, in which spatial
effects and impressions based on geographical data intersect with time effects
based on historical awareness (Kaplan, 2001, p. 101). The difference in the
strategic viewpoints of the societies is the result of the difference in the world of
perceptions, which is based on the spatial and temporal dimensions.

The spatial perceptions of societies, with their geographical axis, with their
temporal impressions that take their historical experiences as their focus,
constitute the mental infrastructure that affects their orientations and the
formation of their foreign policies. If we deal with the concept of the nation as
an expression of a sustainable political unit or as a concept that expresses a
human group that to change suddenly, as a stable historical fruit, and as a unit
that was formed within long historical stages, we show the strategic mentality of
society, and it is formed again within the historical process that awareness of
this identity passes through, and this mentality shows a long-term continuity that
transcends the transient political ripples.

4.the location of the Arabian Gulf in the new power equation

In fact, many measures have been developed to measure the strength of
states, and perhaps the most important of them is the study presented by Dr.
Jamal Zahran under the title "The approach to measuring State Strength and the
prospects for the Development of the Arab-Israeli Conflict” in 2006, and this
approach includes several elements and indicators which must be measured and
determined (zahran, 2006, p. 31), and concerning Nawar Jalil Hashim's study
"The Moral Factors of the Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf
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and their impact on measuring the strength of the state" (Hashem, 2013, p. 06), it IS
possible to come up with the following observations specific to the elements of
the strength of the Gulf Cooperation Council states:

- When it comes to measuring the national will, which includes three indicators:
political leadership, strategic goals, and scientific base. We find that the study
indicated the following results: Qatar 18.08, United Arab Emirates 14.81,
Kuwait 14.2, Bahrain 13.99, Oman 13.82, and Saudi Arabia 13.25 (Hashem, 2013,
p. 52).

- In the measure of the degree of self-reliance, Saudi Arabia ranked first with a
weight of 3.09, with a net trade balance surplus of $144.280 billion. And also,
the increase in the net trade balance due to the export of oil, which amounted to
about 184 million dollars, and the ratio of the volume of external debt to the
gross domestic product is zero (00).

- In the measure of the degree of vulnerability and dependence, we find that the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is the least exposed country with a weight of 2.95, as
the ratio of total exports to GDP is 0.56%. In the same aspect, when it comes to
the elements of the size of the scientific base as a strategic choice, the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia ranked first with a weight of 2.97, then Oman 2.69, Kuwait
2.57, the Emirates 2.1, Qatar 2.05, and Bahrain 1.22. The percentage of high-
technology exports out of total exports amounted to 1%. It also ranked first in
the number of published research papers, with a weight of 1.2.

- As for foreign representation, Saudi Arabia comes in first place with a weight
of 1.48, with 93 embassies, then Qatar second with a weight of 1.34 and has 87
embassies, Kuwait comes third with a weight of 1.28 and has 84 embassies, and
UAE comes fourth with a weight of 1.17 with 80 embassies. As for foreign
representation, Saudi Arabia ranked third with a weight of 1.53, with a total of
94 foreign diplomatic missions.

It is clear from the foregoing that the GCC countries possess important
strategic ingredients that qualify them to be an influential force in the region and
in the international system if they are well exploited, as this bloc, which came as
an important result of the environment and political circumstances, contributed
to the production of the idea of the council that was held Led by their thirty-
ninth meeting in Riyadh, the Council's challenges will always remain dependent
on the criteria of political power, economic impact, national security challenges
of the Council states, and its impact on the Arab and global system.

This historical advantage of the Cooperation Council stands behind an
economic, cultural, political, and social structure from which the countries of the
Cooperation Council were formed. The gulf countries alone account for 55% of
the gross domestic product of all Arab countries, while only 14% of the
population in the Arab world lives in these countries (Sturm & Jan, 2008), the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia occupies an important position in the arab and islamic
world, just as the Gulf countries possess the largest oil and gas reserves in the
world, without forgetting the passage of the two most important sea passages in

919 |



Unveiling the Role of History in Enhancing the Power of Arab Gulf States

the world on the gulf and the red sea, so we note that the Gulf countries, after
four decades It is trying with all its might to avoid all the causes of non-
cooperation between them, as these countries have remained prosperous and
know that the arab system around them has suffered a lot of failures, especially
after the arab revolutions and the changes that swept the region.

Throughout their history, the Arab Gulf states have not been military
aggressors. Instead, their primary objective has been to catalyze progress and
development in the Middle East, with a particular focus on Arab nations. They
believe that regional strength, especially in the Gulf, is contingent upon
fostering a sense of unity and cooperation. This approach seeks to establish a
clear identity for the future Arab power and determine its significance in shaping
both regional and global power dynamics.

Also, historically, the experience of the gulf cooperation council has proven
that the presence of the council and the frequency of its meetings constituted a
strong historical document to prove an actual balance enjoyed by the region; in
addition that this Council recorded a distinctive historical response to the
aspirations of the Gulf peoples and the world. The political calculations of the
gulf peoples and their leaders have proven their ability to achieve success and
the traditional consolidation of the political roots of the council by responding to
the political, economic, social, and cultural nature of the council states.

On the external level, operation decisive storm, led by the kingdom of saudi
arabia, was a model for successful regional gulf alliances in facing security risks
and threats. As this process is an example of military alliances that the GCC
countries can take the initiative to form and join, and even driving it. This new
alliance represented a historic turning point in the field of contemporary regional
and international alliances in the entire arab world. It is an expanded arab-
islamic alliance with international support. As international support was limited
to the issuance of UN security council resolution No. (2216); taken by the
international organization under chapter VII of its charter; which gave the
coalition additional international cover; from here, the "Decisive Storm" alliance
can be viewed as an appropriate and ideal entry point for building a regional
system that is more sensitive to gulf and arab interests.

5.How can history constitute a locomotive of Gulf power?

In fact, the rise of the gulf cooperation council represents the most
prominent regional event produced by the recent regional transformations, as
while the council was active in a corner of the arab system in the gulf region,
and reflects the success of a single sub-Arab cooperation experience, while it
remained mainly concerned with the developments of its inter-relationships and
developments in the relations of its countries. With the regional neighborhood,
with the recent transformations, it has become at the heart of the arab scene, and
its positions and statements of its meetings - at the summit level or at the
ministerial level - receive the greatest attention and follow-up, and here history
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plays an important role in activating this strategic transformation that would
strengthen the position of the cooperation council the gulf and its countries are
within the balance of power in the region. Whatever the explanation for the state
of the regional rise of the gulf cooperation council states, it is not disconnected
from the era before the arab revolutions, in which the gulf region emerged as the
center of gravity of the arab regime (Hassan, 2014). It is enough to refer here to
the saudi and gatari initiatives in arab affairs over the past years.

Since the first gulf Summit, the cooperation council has witnessed 67
summits that contributed to strengthening cooperation among member states, the
most recent of which was the Riyadh summit on december 14, 2021. During the
past years, the joint gulf action process has achieved many achievements and
complementary projects amid a continuous effort to enhance cooperation in
various fields defense, security, and development (Al-Desouki, 2004, p. 36).Recent
developments in the work of the gulf cooperation council show the extent to
which the council and its countries benefit from its long historical experience, as
the gulf countries expand the establishment of bilateral coordination councils to
develop cooperation between them, and the establishment of the unified military
command headquarters of the cooperation council countries in Riyadh, and the
achievement of the kingdom of saudi arabia has achieved historical
achievements in more than one field and used it in favor of strengthening gulf
cooperation. The gulf states have started the year 2022 by conducting the joint
tactical exercise "Arabian Gulf Security 3" in saudi arabia, in a message
confirming the strengthening of security cooperation among the member states
and the integration between the security agencies to consolidate the foundations
of security (Alaraby, 2022), and as a deterrent to anyone who tries to harm the
security and stability of the GCC states to complete his path.

The statute of the cooperation council specified the goals of the council to
achieve coordination, integration, and interdependence among the member states
in all fields to lead to their unity, strengthen ties between their peoples, and
establish similar regulations in various economic, financial, commercial,
customs and transportation fields, and in educational, cultural, social, health,
media, and tourism affairs (CCG, 1981). Advancing scientific and technical
progress in the fields of industry, mining, agriculture, water, and animal
resources, establishing scientific research centers and establishing joint projects,
and encouraging private sector cooperation.

During the past years, the march of joint gulf action has achieved many
achievements and complementary projects amid a continuous effort to enhance
cooperation in various fields of defense, security, and development. The gulf
cooperation council contributed to strengthening regional strategic partnerships
with some arab countries and political blocs. Among the main objectives of the
council is to achieve coordination, integration, and interdependence between its
countries in all fields, including coordinating their policies and relations towards
other countries and regional and international economic blocs and groupings.
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It clearly shows how the element of history played an important role in
establishing the strength of the gulf cooperation council and its countries, given
how the geopolitical, geoeconomic, and geocultural characteristics of the region
made an integrated unit with its ability to absorb the temporal and historical
factor of its societies throughout the ages, so it can be said that the arab gulf
countries have a reference and a cultural identity that the historical process
produced on social organizations and outside them, which made them constant
data in the equation of gulf power.

6.Conclusion:

The recent shifts in global relations, coupled with changes in various
fundamental concepts, including the notion of power, highlight an immediate
and growing necessity to reevaluate the approach to power within the Arab Gulf
states. This reevaluation emphasizes the activation of historical elements across
its various facets, positioning them as crucial building blocks. This strategic
endeavor aims to bolster the Arabian Gulf's standing as an influential player in
the evolving regional power dynamics. Additionally, it is noteworthy how these
nations, through the Gulf Cooperation Council, have demonstrated a keen
awareness of contemporary transformations. The council's future and the
position of its member states in the current international landscape hinge on
initiatives that reinforce the council's influence and, concurrently, harness the
unifying potential of the region's shared history.
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