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At the beginning of 2020, the whole world witnessed a serious epidemic Received: 02/07/21
called "Corona- Covid-19" which changed the course and nature of life and

highlighted a new pattern in all daily interactions.In Algeria, this virus has
affected the life as a whole, including kinship relationships whichare the
focus of this study, as we try to examine the impact of Covid-19 on kinship v Covid-19:

relationship within the Algerian family. v Kinship Relationships:

v" Virus:

Keyword:
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1_Introduction

Kinship relationships are a significant association that brings together members of the
same family and makes them interact and communicate with each other. They are either
direct relations that arise between two or more persons as a result of their descent from the
same origin, or indirect that occur through affinity.Kinship relationships are influenced
through changes in social reality regardingculture andhealth ...etc. At the beginning of
2020, Algeria, like the rest of the world, witnessed a dangerous virus called Corona, a
virus that forced living in a different way, affecting everything in normal life, including
kinship relationships.Here we wanted to analyze the impact of this virus on kinship within
the Algerian family, and thus we ask:

How did the Covid-19 crisis affect kinship relationships in the Algerian family?
Importance of the study: represents in:

-The importance of this subject for the time being.

-The need to study this subject and work on its analysis by linking it to the reality of the
Algerian family.

-The importance of the issue of THE CORONA virus as it has an impact on life as a whole
and on kinship relationships in particular.

Objectives of the study: represent in:

-Studyingthe kinship relationships by linking them to The CORONA virus.

-Highlighting the impact of THE CORONA virus on kinship relationships.

-Presenting a socio-family study on this subject through reality analysis.

-Trying to uncover the process of kinship relationshipsunder the corona pandemic.

Reasons for choosing the topic:
This topic was selected by the researcher for several reasons, the most important of which
are:

%+ The topic is the topic of the hour.

% COVID-19 has affected all spheres of life, including family and relationships.

% This topic is closely related to our field of specialization.

¢ Analyzing this topic by linking it to reality is a must.

Statistical methods adopted:
Because the data for this study is insufficient, simple statistical analysis based on

frequency and percentages has been relied upon rather than analysis using the statistical
variable SPSS

Previous studies on the subject:

There are several studies on kinship relationships, including:

! F1rst study: by the researcher Ben Sultan Souhila,entitled “kinship within urban society, field
: study on the family” (Master’s thesis, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences,
| Department of Sociology, AbdElhamid Ben Badis University, Mostaganem, 2013/2014).The
researcher tried to answer the following question:
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i What changes have occurred in the Algerian family in the field of kinship relationships and
| what is the role of urbanization in these changes?

: The researcher developed the following hypotheses:

i 1- Urban society has a role to play in changing kinship relations.

 2- Kinship relations within the urban societyare characterized by weakness.

i 3-Urban culture and the changes inthe lifestyle of the population in urban society have
: helped to change the Algerian family’s ties.

l The researcher concluded several findings, including:

i e Urban society has highlighted its role in changing kinship relationships.

' The network of kinship relationships is characterized by high weakness than in the past
: and it relatively decreases as relatives visit from time to time.

i This study on the kinship relationship in Algerian society is an important study on one of the
 variables of our study.

2. Concepts of the study:

| 2.1 Kinship:

l Kinship is defined by several definitions, including:

i “Kinship is caused by knowing the social relationship that may or may not correspond to the
: organic relationship between relatives....Kinship terms can mean and include many complex
i social relationships, starting with the imaginary kinship that is adoption.”(Natidja,p285)

| Thus, kinship is a set of diverse and complex social relationships that represent all types of
: kinship in the same family

i 2.2Types of kinship:

: The anthropological field is the area where kinship is most commonly addressed, as it
 touched on kinship and its types in the societies where anthropological studies took place.
i Several types of kinship were summarized, hence we selected the most prevalent types in
I Algerian society as follows:

EA- Blood kinship: “...blood kinship is the oneoccurring between people who are related to
Ethe same ancestor, whether this ancestor is male or female. In blood kinship we distinguish
. primary kinship and secondary kinship, so primary kinship is the relationship between
i parents and children, or that between the mother, fatherand siblings.While secondary kinship
: is the blood relationship that is diagnosed through the common ancestor; the descendants of a
icommon ancestor are members of blood groups. The individual’s affiliation to his parents
: entitles him to be a member of two blood groups”(Souhila, 2013/2014,p33)

iBlood kinship is the first type of kinship to which the individual belongs, which in turn is
| divided into primary blood kinship and secondary kinship. The presence of the individual in
: his family consisting of parents and siblings is a primary kinship, as it binds them
i relationships.




ESecondary kinship is the relationship that binds the individual to his first origins such as
 grandfather, grandmother, uncle, uncle (maternal) etc.

EB- Social kinship:“social kinship is one of the unreal kinship relationships established by
l society by virtue of kinship cultural systems on which obligations are built, similar to those
ibuilt on blood ties in certain societies.A person may be called a father without being a
: biological father and without having the right to contact the mother, but the matter is related
i to traditions and public morals.An individual may call others by the word father because they
lare at the same age of his real father, and uncle to his mother relatives without a real
| kinship”(Smalouti, 1981,p112.113)

i Social kinship is a kind of kinship that is imposed by living in one society and adopting its
: laws and customs, which require by virtue of respect to call the elder by my uncle or aunt.

i Also, Algerian society attaches great importance to this type of kinship, especially in narrow
| urban areas, where neighborhood relations are built between their members and with time, it
: shifts to kinship relationships that may be more interconnected than blood kinship
i relationships.

EC—Kinship by intermarriage: “it is the relationship that binds the husband/wife to the
imotherinlaw, father in law, sister in law, brother in law, as well as other people related to
them by ties of affinity(cherif, 2006,p28)

: D-Kinship by lineage: “is the relationship that links socially known people with their
ibiological ties such as: father, mother, children, grandparents, grandchildren, uncles,and
| cousins. They are relatives by consanguinity, whether through patrilineal or matrilineal
' descent” (cherif, 2006,p28)

i 2.3 Kinship relationships:

: Rad CIiff Brown defines kinship relations in the introduction of his book (Kinship) ... “as a
| social organization that enables individuals to live together and collaborate together to create
i an organized social life. The system is part of the social network manifested in the smallest
: social unit, the nuclear family. It should be noted that the term kinship in anthropology and
i sociology means not only family relationships and marriage, but also relationships of
 affinity,” (herif, 2006.28)

: It is also defined as: “A social model between two or more persons. This model represents
i the simplest unit of sociological analysis as it involves meaningful communication and prior
: knowledge of the other person behavior.The social relationship may be short-term and long-
i term, in which case it is called a long-term relationship.”(Zeyouch, 2014,p7)

EProcedural definition: Kinship relationships are a mosaic of relationships and interactions
 that fall within the same family circle and include relationships of affinity.
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1 2.3. Virus:

: Viruses have several definitions, including:

i “Viruses are programs or part of the code that enters the body to sabotage it, and are
: characterized by their ability to copy themselves into many copies, in addition to their ability
| to move from one place to another.” (philippe laiot Tolra, 2004,p95)

i 4. The importanceof Kinship:

| Kinship is crucial in all societies. We will summarize its importance in the following points:

| % Kinship functions in society as a regulator of its members’ behavior toward

I one another and an engine of social, economic, and political relations. That is why one of the
' most important humanitarian conflicts which human societies share is the concern for kinship
i and descent.The Chinese and Japanese were interested in preserving the ancestral lineage of
| their fathers and grandparents until they came to worship ancestors. Some European societies
Ewere keen to follow their lineage and draw ancestral trees.Some families also used to print
i their family’s badge on their papers and all the things they use(Karim ZakiHussam;2000.p153)

| The first importance of kinship is that it modifies individuals’ behavior and interactions with
| each other, which is why most societies revere kinship.

R/

.« One ancient man portrays the importance of lineage by saying: “... It is the reason for
 the acquaintance and the ladder of communication, thus preserving kinship ties”. Allah said:
i “We created you from amale and afemale, and we made youraces and tribes, so
| that you may come to know one another.” (Hajarat Surah). “Who did not know the lineage
: did not know the people, and who did not know the people does not belong to the
i people.”(Karim ZakiHussam,2000.p154)

i The second importance is that kinship leads to interpersonal acquaintance.

X/

| <+ “Every man and woman has a keen interest in the issue and affairs of the family to which
|they belong. This concern is reflected in the quality of the informal and cohesive
Erelationships they have with the rest of the family and the kinship members.The nature of
 these relationships makes people feel comfortable and protected from social isolation and
i external threats that may threaten their entity and future.”(Ihsan Mohammed al-
| Hassan,1988;p125)

EKinship relations are important in achieving individuals’ belonging and satisfaction, as they feel
i that they are in a family that protects them from all things.

i Corona virus:
: “The new coronary virus, also known as COVID-19 is a type of virus that causes respiratory
i disease. This may lead to inflammation and accumulation of mucus and fluid in the airway
Eand in the lungs (pneumonia).There are many different coronary viruses. Most of these
. viruses only affect animals, but sometimes these viruses can change and infect humans.”
' (march, 2020,p1)

-a



: 3. The kinship relationships in the Algerian family:

. “The system of kinship in general is one of the constants of human culture and there is no
i primitive society or any other society that does not make cultural and social values a system
l that regulates a range of behaviors between relatives, many of which have been constant and
icontinuous.Algeria also lived under this close-knit system of the kinship family, whether
: through affinity or through bloody kinship (adescendent of the same grandfather).The
i traditional Algerian family is known not to promote individual values and practices as much
| as collective values, especially those that glorify kinship and praise the morals and glories of
: their common grandfather.The individual in Algerian society has been directed since
ichildhood to work for the benefit of the family and his relatives, and not for his own
| benefit.”(Hisham, 2014,p4)

iKinship relationships in the traditional Algerian family are based on the sanctification of
| collective values and the work for the benefit of the kinship community, and not for private
: interests, as well as on the sanctification of their belonging to one grandfather andthe kinship
i relationships with blood and affinity as well.

l Given the changes that have affected the Algerian family, these relations have also changed.
i “During the last three decades of the century, Algeria has experienced a number of changes
: as a result of economic, social, cultural and political transformations, such as urbanization,
' modernization and industrialization, which have gradually been reflected in the pattern of
i kinship. This is illustrated by the life of the tribe or clan, or the extended family, which has
l shrunk but has not disappeared definitively as it constitutes a particular element of resistance
i in the rural community. The relations between the family and relatives in Algeria are still in
: many areas characterized by tribal intolerance, which is featured by gradual
- weakness.”Natija Jimaoui, 2014,p112.113)

iTherefore, kinship relationships within the Algerian family have been changed by several
: cultural, social, economic and political factors, but not a total change, as the circle of kinship
irelations has shrunk and has become mostly confined to the nuclear family and its in-laws
: and not extended as it was in the traditional family.

i Among the factors that led to the change of kinship relationships within the Algerian family,
' we find the following:

: In the cultural aspect, the cultural system of society has changed,such as customs, traditions,
inorms,and values... This is a natural effect of educational system change and a lack of
Eemphasis on developing educational curricula based on societal culture.As for the social
iaspect, the pattern of society changed to urban, which led to the emergence of nuclear
: families and the contraction of kinship relationships.

| In the economic aspect, there is the absence of collective kinship family production, so that
i the family became a consumer dependent on industrial products and each individual relies on
: himself, which led to the change of kinship relationships.
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i 4. Coronavirus and lifestyle change in Algeria:
| “The outbreak of COVID-19 in Algerian society in recent days, as the rest of the world,
: has provided a significant boost to anthropological research into the relationship between the
i disease and social representations of Algerian culture.The view of COVID-19 as a
: phenomenon is a key starting point for approaching this biological disease, which has
ibecome a social phenomenon.In the first period of the outbreak in the People's Republic of
EChina, the representations of the majority of Algerian society members were related to
 religious issues, as the spread of the disease was divine indignation because Chinese society
iwas not subject to Islamic rules, as Islamis the dominant religion in Algeria with no regard
' for the foundations and components of cultural relativism on the one hand and freedom of
i religious choice on the other.In this case, the patient (infected) must be marginalized by these
: representations in the belief that the patient threatens the social balance and must submit to
 the laws and methods of social control provided by the specialists, and if he deviates, it will
i lead to what EliotFreidsonclaims: social deviation.In addition to the groups that have accused

i perspective have emerged. These groups believe that all peoples have different cultures,
Eincluding an eating culture, which is one of the most important cultures, especially in the
i field of health and disease. They see that the culture of Chinese society is the main cause of
| the disease emergence by preferring to eat the meat of all animals (pig, dog, shells, cat, bat....
: Etc.).These social representations, accusations and judgments did not end until the first cases
i were announced in Algeria, in which the Algerian individual became confused between the
: application of the measures taken and death.This is evident in the panic and fear of the virus
iinfection, which has spread and the state of emergency was declared as a tool for social
| control.Slogans such as“Stay home” and “protect yourself and others” were formulated. In
: addition, after being particular to Chinese society, it has become a worldwide concern, and it
i turns out that the power of awareness is the only lever to face this pandemic’Fareh, 2020,p8.9)

| Researchers Sana Mohammed Al-Nadjar and Fatima Mohammed Abou Al-Fettouh consider
i that: “Pressures are one of the main manifestations of a reaction to rapid changes in all
| aspects of life and the main reason behind the sense of mental pain and organic diseases that
‘ultimately lead to a degree of incompatibility and poor level of mental health in
iindividuals.”These pressures intensified after the outbreak of the coronavirus. Fear and
| anxiety of being affected by the pandemic have taken over all family members. The pressure
i on the housewife has increased as a result of the family members’ stay at home, the lack of
| daily life tasks as usual, and the increasing number of tasks entrusted to the wife to prevent
'her family members from this deadly disease, as well as the rapid social, economic and
Eprofessional pressures created by technology, scientific progress, and rapid means of

EChina of not complying with the teachings of Islam.Moreover, groups with a different l




: communication, which have made the wife vulnerable to many stressful events and
| attitudes.(Sana Mohammed Al-Nadjar and Fatima Mohammed Abou Al-Fettouh,2021;p. 315)The
i most significant impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on families and their relationships is
i pgychological stress due to the inability to communicate effectively for fear of spreading the
| virus.

i Coronavirus, coronary virus or Covid-19 is a dangerous virus that leads to death due to its
: direct effect on breathing and the functioning of body organs. This virus has forced Algeria
'and the rest of the world to live according to a certain pattern. New variables have emerged,
i including social distancing, as it has become necessary to avoid any gatherings held within
l the framework of society.

iThese gatherings have been canceled once and for all in order to avoid the spread of the
Eepidemic, as well as the imposition of no visits between relatives and the change of life
i activity.

| Field study:

EInterviews were conducted in the municipality of HammamSokhna,Setif, where the area is
i semi-urban (a small town with no many urban facilities). We chose the region because we
Ebelong to it, which allows us to conduct interviews. However, the fact that Covid-19 existed
i forced us not to rely solely on live interviews, but rather to promote them with electronic
' ones through Facebook.We conducted 10 live interviews and 15 electronic ones for a total
: sample of 25 interviews.

iThe municipality of HammamSokhna is located in the south-east ofSetif province, 50 km
l from the state headquarters and 22 km from El-Eulma city. It is bordered by the
i municipalities of EI-Ouldja and BirEl-Arch in the north, the municipality of Taya in the east,
Ethe municipalities of Tella and BazerSakra in the west, and OueledSellam (Batna) in the
 south.

iAccording to the general census of housing and population, the municipality had a
Epopulation of 13,426 in 2008, of which 6,471 were in the center, 577 in urban areas and
i 6,378 in scattered areas spread across 2,303 dwellings.The municipality of HammamSokhna
Eis characterized as a semi-empty land with a mineral water swamp surrounded by the
' Juncusacutus plant. Visitors go on horse-drawn carriages, bathing on groups where men are
i isolated from women by traditional sheets.The discovery of the first water source dates back
: to the colonial era around 1956. A normal well was then excavated, but hot water was found
i around which the old Hammamwas built.

5. Analysis of the participants' answers:

' 5.1. Preliminary data analysis:

. Preliminary data are a set of characteristics that determine the sample and indicate the
| characteristics of the sample to be studied.In this study, we relied on four variables: gender,
i age, educational level and housing with a small or extended family.The characteristics of our




Esample were as follows: in terms of gender, 14 females and 11 males were interviewed.In
i terms ofeducational level, 03with primary level, 07 have middle school level, 10 with
i secondary level and 5 were university graduates. Concerning age, the participants were

Ebetween 26 and 56 years, and these variables show the level of maturity for the sample
imembers. As for housing either in an extended or small family, all members of the sample
‘lived in nucleus families, owing to the change in society, which forced them to live in
: nucleus families.

Table 1: Represents the gender variable for the sample interviewed.

Gender Males Females
Repetition 11 14

Source: made by the researchers.

Table 2: represents the variable of the participants’ educational level.

Educational level | Primary Middle Secondary University
Repetition 03 07 10 05

| Source: made the researchers.

i 5.2. Data analysis of axis two:

. Axis two: Kinship relationships in the presence of the Covid-19 virus

; Is there communication between you and your relatives during the Corona crisis?

| Through the participants’ responses to this question, which measures communication
| between them and their relatives during the Corona crisis, we found that the university
i graduates answered that communication is limited between them and their relatives
l through social media: Facebook, WhatsApp, Viber and some phone calls. This is due to
; their awareness of the situation seriousness and the fact that social and family distancing is
: now essential, while those with a low level of education have responded that they are in
. touch with their relatives as they were before Covid-19.

i If there is communication between you and your relatives, how is this communication?
i Through the answers to this question, the members of the sample agreed that there were
; many differences where the visits became non-existent. Accordingly, they check on each
: other only by phone, especially with the suspension of parties and visits during the
. holidays and gathering in one house with cousins and nieces, because even if someone
i decides to visit his family members there is a kind of fear in their eyes of the virus and its
i spread.

; What are the differences in your relationship with your relatives before and in the
: presence of Corona?

i The answer to this question was: Before Corona, if we sit down with relatives or visit them,
| they will be happy. With corona we find their unwillingness to visit them.

How relatives' parties are performed in the presence of Corona?




Through the answers to this question, we find that the parties in corona are in small
numbers and only for relatives who are very close to the family that will be
celebrating.Sometimes the party is completely cancelled and only family members living
in one dwelling are kept, fearing the spread of the virus.This is imposed by the current
situation in dealing with relatives.

How do you see the future of your relationships with your relatives as the CORONA
virus continues?

Through the answers we conclude that as the epidemic continues, the manifestations of
kinship relations will fade, and parties and visits between relatives will be cancelled... All
things that were family duties will be done by phone, Facebook and other means of
communication. Here, another concept of kinship emerges: “electronic kinship, electronic
greeting, electronic condolences...”

6. Draw conclusions through analysis:

Through this study, we concluded the following:

e Those with a high level of education carry out all preventive methods of social and
family distancing.

e Those with a low level of education communicate directly with their relatives
despite the status of Covid-19.

e Communication between relatives during the Covid-19 crisis is done through social
media or by telephone, and is not directly done for fear of spreading the disease.

e Kinship relationships under Covid-19 are almost cancelled for social distancing and
for fear of spreading the virus.

e Kinship relationships in Algerian society have been affected by the changes that
have taken place in reality. However, they have not changed completely as they have
become somewhat distressing after the relationships were extended, and now they
became narrower due to the coronavirus.

e Covid-19 created a number of new concepts in the family and in kinship
relationships.Thus, the concepts of electronic kinship communication and electronic
aid emerged.

¢ Kinship communication under Covid-19 is a dry communication free of all feelings,
and the same words are conveyed to all people.

7. Conclusion:

Kinship relationships are among the most significant topics of interest in social and
anthropological studies, and this is due to their importance in each family.Relationships
are affected by all the changes that occur in the society in which they are
located.Kinship relationships have recently been affected by the Covid-19 virus, which
changed its presence from direct kinship relationships to indirect kinship relationships




that take place on social networking sites and over the phone rather than through
gatherings at home or any place the parents choose.

8. Recommendations:
Through this study we make the following recommendations:
e The need to study all the changes that are taking place in reality.
e Researchers should analyze kinship relationships and study the changes in depth.
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Appendix:

The interview guide:
Preliminary data

1- Gender: Male Female
2- Age: ........

| cultural implications in lighit of recent changece. Beskra: journal of human sciences and |




3- Educational level:

4- Living with a family: Small extended

Axis two: Kinship relationships in the presence of Covid-19 virus.

5- Is there communication between you and your relatives during the Corona crisis?

Yes No

6- If there is communication between you and your relatives, how is this communication?

7- What are the differences in your relationship with your relatives before and in the presence of
Corona?

9- How do you see the future of your relationships with your relatives as the CORONA virus
continues?
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