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  كلمة مدير النشر

 

  :أيها القارئ الكريم

  

سيلت أن تقدّم إليك العدد " التي تصدر عن جامعة أحمد بن يحي الونشريسي بتيسم)cالمصنفة (يسرّ أسرة مجلة "المعيار    

ية بما كانتها الأكاديملعلمية ومالأول من ا�لد الثالث عشر وهي إحدى قنوات الجامعة العلمية، وقد اكتسبت مجلتنا قيمتها ا

  تنوعية. تتّسم به من مواصفات علمية وكذلك بفضل مجالا�ا البحثية الم

  

  تضمّ لجنتها العلمية أسماءً لها وز�ا العلمي في الوسط الجامعي، من داخل وخارج الوطن.  -

اسية، وق والعلوم السيية، والحقتنوعّ اختصاصات أعضاء لجنة القراءة، إذ تراوحت بين الأدب، والعلوم الإنسانية والاجتماع -

   .لغاتالاقتصاد، والنشاطات الر�ضية والبدنية، وال

، والعلوم السياسية والحقوق، العلوم الإنسانيةتنوعّ تخصّصات أبحاث العدد إذ جاءت موزّعة بين اللغة والأدب والنقد، و  -

 .الاقتصاد، والنشاطات الر�ضية والبدنية، واللغات

 .تمنح ا�لة فسحة للمقالات المترجمة، وللأبحاث الأجنبية (الفرنسية والإنجليزية)  -

 .تقدير والعرفانل الولهم منّا ك م العلمية،أسرة ا�لّة دعو�ا لكلّ الباحثين �لالتفاف حول هذا المنبر الأكاديمي بمساهما�وتجدّد 

  عن النشر  لالمدير المسؤو 

 امحمد أ. د. عيساني
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1. Introduction: 

Setting an initial foundation is one of the most basic and crucial tasks in conducting any 

scientific research, and this foundation can only be established by accurately determining the area 

and construction instruments. Moreover, the researcher who does not know how to conduct 

his/her research, explore the previous studies and review their literature, how they were 

conducted, and any results that were reached in those previous studies will expose his/her 

research subject to refutation, repetition or uselessness since it was not based on a knowledge gap 

that necessarily requires research and scrutiny. In the same line of thought, in order for research 

to have a goal, value, and feasibility, “the scientific research follows a practical and rational 

approach that makes it possible to study any phenomena, the problems to be solved and to obtain 

accurate answers from investigations. This process is characterized by the fact that it is 

systematic and rigorous and leads to the acquisition of new knowledge" (N’Da Paul, 2015, p. 17). 

When conducting a scientific study, one of the primary tasks is to review the existing 

literature in order to determine the set of information accessible in the researcher's topic of 

interest; “even before the starting question, it helps the researcher to establish the theoretical roots 

of his study, clarify his ideas and develop his own research methodology” (Kumar, 2011, p. 46), 

in addition to measuring the efficacy of the results of his/her study by integrating the findings 

with the previous body of knowledge given that the responsibility and the important thing in the 

research is to achieve addition and positioning in a cumulative, non-recursive format, so it is 

important that we always go back to renew our methodological gains and consolidate them with 

continuous research regarding the foundations that we must proceed from in any scientific 

research, which we will try in this scientific paper to support with research New in the subject of 

previous studies, and their importance in building scientific logic, by addressing the following 

question: 

What is the importance of previous studies in the process of scientific research? 

What are the most important procedures that we can focus on in order to achieve the validity of 

the research? 

2. The theoretical background of the topic 

“A literature review is an account of what was published on a topic by accredited scholars 

and researchers” (Plass, 2022), and there is hardly any topic left in this time and age that has not 

been researched, discussed, written, or written about (TIWARI, 2021). By the same token, the 

researcher, once he sets out in his research, will find multiple works on the same line. In its 

context, it helps to map the various approaches and new questions that can be posed to form a 

rationale for the author's subsequent research and justify its importance for further investigation. 

According to Patricia Cronin, Frances Ryan, and Michael Coughlan, the literature review is an 

objective and comprehensive summary and critical analysis of the relevant available research. 
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With the topic under study, its goal is to keep the reader up to date with the current literature on 

one topic and to form the basis for another goal, such as justification for future research in a 

particular field; “it is well written and has few personal biases. It should contain a strategy of 

clear search and selection good structure is essential to enhance review flow and readability, and 

careful use of terminology is important” (Cronin et al., 2008, p. 38). 

Previous studies and literature reviews serve to provide background information about the 

research topic, establish the importance of the topic, demonstrate familiarity with a 

topic/problem, "seize space" for future work, and allow the researcher to engage in scholarly 

conversation with previous researchers (Cowan-Crawford, 2020), and in addition to that, in order 

to achieve the purposes outlined above, an effective literature review provides a critical overview 

of current research by: 

● Identifying important research trends. 

● Assessing the strengths and weaknesses (for individual studies as well as current research 

as a whole) 

● Identifying potential gaps in knowledge. 

● Demonstrating the need for current and/or future research projects.(Cowan-Crawford, 

2020). 

According to (Glusker, 2022), previous studies explore the research path that preceded you 

and is closely related to your topic, as it can help you identify the main field of research, identify 

experts in the subject area, and the methodology that you may wish to use (or avoid), and the 

gaps in The literature. Knowledge of the literature can also help construct research questions, 

enhance conceptual sensitivity, provide a source for objective comparisons, provide a cache of 

metadata, provide questions for initial observations and interviews, prompt questions during 

analysis, suggest areas for theoretical sampling, and finally Confirm the results, or the results can 

be used to show their position in what is already known about the topic (Harvard, 2022). 

3. Reviewing previous studies 

Previous studies must be subjected to an acceptable presenting approach in order to be 

presentable in the text of any scientific research. (Smith, 2022) suggests some important 

procedural conditions in this regard, and they can be summarized as follows: 

 Previous studies are presented in the body of the presented text (a scientific article, thesis, 

report ... etc.) in the form of a simplified article with clear parts, similar to all previous 

studies to be presented, and their author is briefly referred to within the body, with full 

bibliographic citations at the end. 
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 The presentation of these studies includes an introduction dealing with the context, Spatio-

temporal, and methodological framework of the study, then presenting the author’s 

viewpoint, its general direction and the results it reached, then identifying the gap in the 

research, methodologically and objectively. 

 The author should categorize the research reviewed into the main topics of relevance to the 

research or sub-topics, by study variables, or based on criteria he defines, such as research 

type (for example, case studies), methodology (for example, qualitative approach), 

chronology, or other common characteristics that allow the construction of a homogeneous 

set of studies. The author can then discuss, analyze, and compare the significance of each 

element. 

 The author sets the conclusion to summarize the main findings, and to indicate how this 

review of the literature supports (or not) the research to be pursued, and may indicate the 

need for direction for further research. 

 The study presented by the researcher will include a list of references and full citations for 

all items mentioned in the literature review. 

Presentation of previous studies requires familiarity with an organizing method that takes into 

account the purpose of the study or adapting the method of organization to what sources and 

literature the researcher was able to obtain. The most important methods of presenting the 

research literature for a particular study can be presented through the following table: 

Table (01): three ways to organize a literature review 

Organization 

technique 
Instances When to Use Examples 

Thematically 

When explaining key 

themes or issues relevant 

to the topic 

This is the most common 

way to organize literature 

reviews. 

 

A literature review of 31 relevant articles 

published between January 2005 and March 

2015 identified 10 variables relevant to user 

adoption of mobile technology: Perceived 

usefulness, perceived ease of use, income/ 

wealth, employment, mobility requirement, 

education, social resources, etc.“User 

adoption variables” is the theme 
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Methodologically 

 (also called a 

methodology review) 

 

When discussing 

interdisciplinary 

approaches to a topic or 

when discussing a 

number of studies with a 

different approach. 

In e-business adoption literature, various 

models have been used as a framework for 

analyzing the factors that need to be satisfied 

in order to guarantee business success. This 

review evaluates the different models used in 

this area with the intent of determining if 

standardized methodologies exist. 

Chronologically 

When historical changes 

are central to explaining 

the topic. 

A literature review is presented on the 

evolution of post traumatic stress disorder 

and its impact on firefighters from the late 

1970s through to the present time.  As part 

of this evolution you might discuss how the 

definition of PTSD has evolved over time, or 

how the methods used for studying this topic 

have evolved over time, or how treatment 

options have evolved over time, etc. 

Source: Sheppard, V. A. (2019). AN INTRODUCTION TO RESEARCH METHODS IN 

SOCIOLOGY-The Literature Review. 

https://pressbooks.bccampus.ca/researchmethods/chapter/the-literature-review-adapted-

from-adjei-n-d/ 

4. The importance of previous studies 

Constructing scientific research and linking it to existing knowledge is the foundation of 

all academic research activities, so we must always start with what exists so that we may place 

ourselves on a meaningful and practicable route, which is the fundamental motivation for 

research and writing on previous studies, but before writing a literature review, purposeful and 

focused questions must be answered, and (Chaudhuri, 2021) proposes in this respect the most 

significant questions that can be addressed. 

What is the thesis, problem, or specific research question that my literature review helps to 

identify? 

1. What kind of literature review am I conducting? Am I looking at theoretical issues? 

methodology? policies? Quantitative research (eg about the effectiveness of a new 

procedure)? Qualitative research (eg, quantitative systematic studies)? 
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2. What is the scope of my literature review? What types of publications do I use (eg 

magazines, books, government documents, popular media)? What field do I work in (eg, 

management, organizational behaviour, marketing)? 

3. How well do you search for my information? Was my search extensive enough to make 

sure I found all relevant material? Was it narrow enough to exclude irrelevant material? Is 

the number of sources I used appropriately for the length of my paper? 

4. Have you done a critical analysis of the literature I use? Do I follow a set of concepts and 

questions, and compare the elements to each other in the way they deal with them? Instead 

of just listing and summarizing the items, do I evaluate them and discuss strengths and 

weaknesses? 

5. Have I cited and discussed studies that contradict my point of view? 

6. Will the reader find my literature review appropriate and useful? 

7. Basic models for writing about previous studies. 

The social sciences approach literature reviews differently from the humanities (literature, 

philosophy, history, etc.) or sciences (biology, physics, etc.). A literature review is an article or 

component of a scholarly study in the social sciences. Which focuses on summarization and 

synthesis. What has been learned from studies related to the research topic, and the summary is a 

description of the main arguments and conclusions, while the synthesis is a comparison, variance 

measurement, highlighting relevant points, linking to trends or the research problem, and 

generally extracting an argument or a position based on the reviewed literature(Klopfer, 2022). 

Literature reviews according to (Paré & Kitsiou, 2017) can take two main forms, the most 

common of which is a “literature review” or “background” section within a journal paper or a 

chapter in a graduate thesis. This section aggregates existing literature and typically identifies 

gaps in knowledge that it addresses. The empirical study may also provide a theoretical basis for 

the proposed study, prove the existence of a research problem, justify the research as contributing 

something new to the accumulated knowledge, or validate the methods and approaches to the 

proposed study. Kruger (2004) has provided, for example, a review of the literature related to 

entrepreneurship, which we relied on in a previous study, which has greatly contributed to the 

understanding and defining our perspective on the subject (see (Kheiri et al., 2021, pp. 207–

208)). 

The second form of literature review, a work of research that is original and valuable in 

and of itself, rather than providing a basis for the work of the researcher himself, creates a strong 

starting point for all members of the community interested in a particular field or topic of what is 
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called a "review article", a research paper that is the length of the article or study. It has an overall 

purpose of compiling the literature in a field, without collecting or analyzing any primary data. 

When done appropriately, review articles are powerful sources of information for practitioners 

who seek the latest evidence to guide decision-making and business practices, moreover, high-

quality reviews become a working tool for other researchers, as they are frequently cited as a 

clear first outline of the literature when conducting studies. Experimental, scholars who track and 

measure the impact of articles have found that review papers are more cited and downloaded than 

any other type of published article, and the reason for their popularity may be the fact that reading 

a review enables one to gain an overview, if not detailed knowledge of a particular field, as well 

as references to the most useful primary sources, although not easy to make, the obligation to 

complete the review article provides an enormous service to the academic community(Paré & 

Kitsiou, 2017). 

5. Accepted sources for literature review 

Knowledge of the literature can help construct research questions, enhance conceptual 

sensitivity, then provide a source for objective comparisons, provide a cache of metadata, provide 

questions for initial observations and interviews, motivate questions during analysis, suggest 

areas for theoretical sampling, and finally confirm results. Or the results can be used to show its 

location through what is already known about the topic (Harvard, 2022), but building a sound 

review of the literature on a topic depends largely on the researcher’s ability to choose his 

research sources, and his ability to deal with them without excessive collection or being drawn 

into trends In general, reliable sources can be divided into four thematic categories: books, peer-

reviewed journals, specialized journals, and official websites that provide reliable statistics. 

 Here the researcher falls into the problem of biasing some sources for their ease. We may find 

that the researcher works to over-review the studies published in books or magazines because 

they are published and easy to find while avoiding the scattered “grey literature”, which may be 

non-digital. Laid on old library shelves, unpublished reports, conference proceedings, 

unpublished dissertations, government reports requiring permission, and statistical sources, these 

sources require much more effort to uncover and are difficult to review in a systematic way. 

The type of study to be carried out determines the type and size of the practice in reviewing the 

literature. Theoretical studies require a broad presentation, while “review articles” require a 

comprehensive presentation of the literature on a particular topic, while the context of field 

studies requires the researcher not to over-rely on literature. It can stifle creativity and may result 

in an overly deductive approach. 

Based on all the aforementioned, we can summarize the acceptable sources that the 

researcher can rely on in his review of the literature related to the subject of his research, through 

the following form: 
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Figure 01: Acceptable sources for literature reviews 

 

Prepared by researchers 

based on  :  Sheppard, V. A. (2019). AN INTRODUCTION TO RESEARCH METHODS IN 

SOCIOLOGY-The Literature Review. 

https://pressbooks.bccampus.ca/researchmethods/chapter/the-literature-review-adapted-

from-adjei-n-d/ 

6. Conclusion 

Ultimately, it should be noted that the use of a literature review as a research approach is 

more vital than ever. A literary review is a rather methodical method of summarizing and 

synthesizing past studies. Knowledge creation is accelerating in fragmented, multidisciplinary, 

and diverse sources, which makes keeping up with the newest research and being aware 

challenging. “An effective and well-conducted review as a research method creates a firm 

foundation for the development of knowledge and facilitates the development of theory”(Snyder, 

2019, p. 333). 

A literature review is an important part of developing theoretical frameworks and 

conceptual models because it allows you to aggregate research findings at the meta-level and 

identify areas that need more investigation. However, traditional ways of describing and 

depicting the literature often lack accuracy and are not systematically addressed, and this results 

in a lack of knowledge or a high chance that authors base their research on false assumptions. 
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When researchers select the evidence on which to base their research, ignoring research that 

points the other way, serious problems can be encountered(Snyder, 2019, p. 333). In addition, 

even when the methodology of the reviews is correct, there are often issues of quality, bias, over-

selectivity, ... etc., so it is always necessary to renew research and knowledge related to the 

correct methods of reviewing the literature, which is what we have tried to present in our 

scientific paper, which is a contribution to a priority that requires further research on the part of 

everyone interested in scientific research since the wrong start or Improper literature review 

necessarily results in faulty or improper science research. 
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