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The analysis of Koranic discourse from the perspective of textual linguistics
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Discourse, J. M. ADAM states, is an
utterance  that can  certainly be
characterized by textual properties, but
above all as an act of discourse performed
in a situation (participants, institution,
place, time). The text, on the other hand, is
an abstract object resulting from the
subtraction of the context operated on the
concrete object (speech).We notice here
that the notion of discourse is
contextualized: one cannot attribute
meaning to discourse out of context. The
same utterance pronounced in two
different places can correspond to two
distinct places. This relatively recent use of
expressions such as “text linguistics”,
“textual linguistics” and more generally
the recognition of the text as a
linguistically relevant unit, has given the
discourse label a broad and particular
meaning. This linguistics of the text which
has come to appropriate the data of the

previous  theories of  transphrastic
grammar,  structural  linguistics and
stylistics  beyond its own  new
contributions, is a theory of the

co(n)textual production of meaning which
IS necessary to base on the analysis of
concrete texts.

Keywords: Textual linguistics, Discourse
analysis, Koran, Coherence and cohesion,
Intertextuality
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ABSTRACT :
The analysis of Koranic
discourse from the perspective of textual linguistics

Discourse, J. M. ADAM states, is an utterance that can certainly be
characterized by textual properties, but above all as an act of discourse performed in a
situation (participants, institution, place, time). The text, on the other hand, is an
abstract object resulting from the subtraction of the context operated on the concrete
object (speech).We notice here that the notion of discourse is contextualized: one cannot
attribute meaning to discourse out of context. The same utterance pronounced in two
different places can correspond to two distinct places. This relatively recent use of
expressions such as “text linguistics”, “textual linguistics” and more generally the
recognition of the text as a linguistically relevant unit, has given the discourse label a
broad and particular meaning. This linguistics of the text which has come to appropriate
the data of the previous theories of transphrastic grammar, structural linguistics and
stylistics beyond its own new contributions, is a theory of the co(n)textual production of
meaning which is necessary to base on the analysis of concrete texts.

The Koranic discourse being analyzed from several angles and by several
scholars from different specialties and from different periods is found in a perspective
of textual unity. The Koranic text is certainly seen as a semantic unit, a unit of meaning
in context, a texture which expresses the fact that, forming a whole, it is linked to the
environment in which it is placed. In this respect, is there a concordance or conformity
between the classical method of Koranic discourse analysis and the new textual
linguistics methods? Can we rely on textual linguistics for a new reading of the sacred
text?

This study demonstrates the lucidity of the classical methods which, even not
based on a unified and structured theory, have succeeded in giving the Koranic text all
its coherence and cohesion. Consequently, the text becomes the central axis of a
diversified study which, at the end, appears as a single unit, since it has the same object
and the same objective. The exegetes, the rhetoricians and the composers of the
“Sciences of the Koran” constitute the best inclined to a unifying and globalizing
analysis, although the Koran remains the starting point of all the Arab-Islamic sciences.
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This work has undertaken to reconcile the word processing of the
Arabiclanguageheritage about the Koran and the new theories and methodologies of
modern linguistics around the same corpus. Indeed, the context and the cotext,
coherence and cohesion, pragmatics and relevance are all factors which determine the

analysis of the Koranic discourse.

Keywords: Textual linguistics, Discourse analysis, Koran, Coherence and cohesion,
Intertextuality.
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