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Abstract : Tamazight has long
suffered from its transparency to the
point where many Linguists have
doubted the existence of Tamazight
language throughout history, because
there is no literary or scientific
production written in this "language”,
despite the discovery of Tiffinagh
characters in North Africa thousands
of years ago. This is why those who
work to institutionalize it as a self-
standing language  want to
standardization it, and this has
resulted in a fierce battle, especially
with regard to the choice of the
character to be written, because this
process related to language planning
IS not as technical as it seems,
especially in Algeria, due to the

ideological backgrounds of each
party.
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Article’s title: Problematic of language planning under the standardization of
Tamazight dialectical varieties in Algeria - the case of characters’ choice-.

Summary:

Introduction

In the past decade of the previous millennium, the language and dialects are
facing terrible pressure from English language in the wake of cultural globalization.
Because this language has become the language of culture, sciences, and even ancient
languages such as French and Spanish are no longer immune to the results of linguistic
friction with this language, and its speakers strive to secure it as far as they can.

If this is the case of many languages that have been risen into written language
for centuries ago, and have a rich literary record in various prose and poetic gender;
there are no oral dialects, whether geographical or social, which have nothing but death
and disappearance after losing their most important defender. This is isolation after it
has been completely eliminated by the enormous development of modern media,
especially television and social media.

In this context, different attempts to standardize Tamazight dialects have
occurred, especially after the official authorities intervened to amend the constitution in
2008, so that the latter recognized it as a national and official language, despite the
divergence over different issues. The most prominent of which is the process of
choosing the character in which this language will be written in the future, and each
team makes arguments and proofs to prove its point of view.
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From here, through this article, we will try to answer the following problems:
How can linguistic planning influence the process of choosing the right
character to write Tamazight language?

The main elements:

Our research consists of an introduction, in which we have been particularly
exposed to the importance of language planning in standardizing Amazigh dialects and
the challenges facing this process, especially choosing the right characters.

We then moved a comparative study of the options offered for writing Amazigh,
and we studied these options, represented in Tiffinagh, the Arabic and then the Latin
characters, and we listed the pros and cons of each character, to finally come to a
conclusion.

In order to respond to the above-mentioned problem, we have chosen the descriptive
analytical approach, as it fits the nature of the subject, and we have developed a plan
based on the following elements: The concept of linguistic planning and Tamazight
writing, as well as the importance of selecting the character in the creation of
Tamazight.

Conclusion :

- The necessity of choosing the characters was met unanimous acceptance by
those who want to raise the Amazigh from just several oral dialects to one
language, despite their differences in the character identity.

- Tiffing characters are an integral part of the national cultural heritage and thus
acquire historical legitimacy.

- The option of writing Amazigh in Arabic characters is based on several
advantages, including the common denominators that Arabic combines in terms
of linguistic origin, the interrelations between the two languages at least 14
century ago, as well as the conversion of the Amazigh to Islam, all of which
contribute to the establishment of a solid foundation for social peace and
political stability.

- The choice of character form is not a purely technical process and cannot be
neutral, but takes into account ideological considerations.

- The Latin character refers to a dark history of colonial oppression that has
usurped the freedom of the Algerian people, whether it is the Romans or the
French.

- The writing of Tamazight in Latin characters - by the testimony of European
scholars - will not accurately express sounds nor be accepted by a significant
proportion of the population.
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- Despite the important role of character form, it has nothing to do with
development in any nation, but it is the development the nation that reflects on
the character's enlightenment.
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Revue Campus, Numéro 3, Université Mouloud Mammeri, Tizi-Ouzou, septembre
2006, P48.
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