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Abstract:
The Modernist Tendency in the
Grammatical Course in Tamam’s

Perspective and Its Heritage Reference.
Case study: the Notion of “the Linguistic
Context Indicators

The  Arabic linguistic  course-the
grammatical course to be exact- was not
supposed to be considered without a
reference to the outputs of the
contemporary linguistic thought. Hence,
scientists expertized in the field have put
great efforts and their trajectories range
from some who aligned themselves with
the heritage to some others who aligned
themselves against it, whilst others just
took a stance in between. In other words,
getting inspired by the heritage, they
have involved in a process of new
prospects, and yet cautiously.

Dr. Tamam Hassan’s study of what he
had come to call “Verbal Indicators” has
come to conclude an engaging process of
a profound contemplation and a precise
vision inside the grammatical and
heritage corpus. realizing the function of
linguistic  understanding and  the
conveying of understanding.

Key Words: Arabic Grammar- Tamma
Hassan- Verbal Indicators- Meaning
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Abstract

The Modernist Tendency in the Grammatical Course in Tamam’s Perspective and Its
Heritage Reference. Case study: the Notion of “the Linguistic Context Indicators”

Summary

The nature of meaning is, for all intents and purposes, attached to the thought’s nature
and this is owing to the abstract nature characterizing both. The thought is a mental imitation of all
the types of the environment, where man resorts, all levels of thinking, to grasp what he/she is
thinking about. This undoubtedly concerns the language in which man placed the outputs of his
cultural activity. The Meaning therefore considers the two traits of the assimilation and the
investigation as the primary place of meaning is the external world.

It has been proved that the grammatical meanings drawn from the syntactic types have a
profound bearing on the clarity of the semantic meaning. Moreover, the straightness of the
grammatical type turned into an inseparable part of the language’s semantic structure. Additionally,
there is no value for the lexical units without the syntax and grammatically contextual relations.
This is what would come to be exactly called “Contextual Meaning”.

Compared to other languages, the Arabic language enjoys a special syntactic system.
This system is seemingly more static and less evolving. Thus, for languages as such French,
English, and Russian were divided into synchronically unlike periods: different at phonetic,
syntactic and semantic levels. Each span reflects an era of distinct intellectual, cultural, social and
economic characteristics. Classical Arabic; however, kept and keeps more static in terms of its
syntax, despite all the political or social development. And accordingly this allows keeping the
Koranic text as unchanged and static as it was sought to be; a linguistically expressive text which
articulates the overall values of the religious creeds.
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The facilitation of the Arabic grammar and the simplification of its issues were not
certainly the result of the age, but it was a dictation of the civilizational need, the development
dynamism and the natural innovation witnessed the grammatical Arabic course since ages ago.

Scientists expertized in the field have put great efforts and their trajectories range from
some who aligned themselves with the heritage to some others who aligned themselves against it,
whilst others just took a stance in between. In other words, getting inspired by the heritage, they
have involved in a process of new prospects, and yet cautiously. Dr. Tamam Hassan was among
those scholars who took a stance between, wherein he tried a re-reading of the Arabic heritage
thought achievements, making recourse to modern linguistic tools. He paid a close attention to the
‘word’ in his well-known structuralist project so as to approach the Arabic language system in terms
of dichotomies signifiant and signifié (meaning and part of speech) in comparison to what has been
devised by the earlier grammarians as became known as form and function.

Dr. Tamam Hassan set the pillars of his linguistic method on locating a net of relations
or the contextual relations that is in fact an overarching idea in Arabic grammar. Dr. Tamam Hassan
inspired the notion primarily from the Arabic famous rhetorician Abd Elkaher Eldjordjani and
following the method of his English teacher Firth. Tamam’s theory premised on the notion of the
context was the crux of his books and linguistic studies in which he endeavored at explaining the
grammarian relations which depend on moral and verbal indicators to clarify the grammatical and
semantic meanings.

Albeit the process of analyzing the structure of meaning within its relational network is
tougher than the linguistic description, but such kind of indicators can be found in the “linguistic
context”. The moral and verbal indicators are regarded the basics of the semiological and syntactic
system of language. Hence, the mental switch from the word to the meaning desperately needs the
verbal indicators.

The moral indicator is the one which connects the different parts of the sentence such as
predicate. The set of indicators are the relational network that includes attribution relationship
giving two big relations: attribution and specifying. On the verbal indicators represent deductive
elements of verbal nature, identifying the various linguistic functions. Tamam mentions some eight
indicators: diacritical marks, ranking, form, identicaliness, connecting, assimilation, tools and tune.

Through his theory “indicators combination” Dr. Tamam Hassan, devised a new method
with a focus on neat description as the linguistic meaning basically relies on the exact description of
the parts of speech. The sentence since then started to enjoy an increasing focus on both levels
course and teaching. It has become an inevitably overarching to go beyond frontiers of researching
in diacritical phenomena to encompass the contextual indicators. It has become incontestably
important to grasp the change of these indicators and the impact it exercised on determining the
specific meaning of the sentence.

For Dr. Tamam Hassan, the syntactic level is considered as an important background in
the division of the linguistic meaning, wherein the contextual relations work upon the
parameterization and the orientation of the meaning towards the speakers’ intentions. Hence what
has been elaborated by the earlier Arab grammarians goes in harmony with the linguistic modern
course; the thing that is confirmed by Dr. Tamam Hassan’ theory “indicators combination” as a
descriptive and semiological approach to the syntactic system of the Arabic language.
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