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Abstract:

International humanitarian law distinguishes between two categories of
combatants, a category whose members are described as legitimate combatants and
members of the regular armed forces, as well as members of the paramilitary
armed forces, if they meet certain conditions. This description of the members of
these groups will allow them to enjoy a special legal status, Rights and duties,
while the other category of combatants has been stripped of the legal cover by
international law because of its nature and the nature of its hostilities as well as the
objectives it seeks to achieve, such as mercenaries, spies and terrorists.

Keywords : Legal combatant, illegal combatant, international humanitarian law.
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international law, 3" edn, icre, Geneva, 2003, p.90.
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vol.17 1977, p.51 at p. 53.
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