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Summary:

The United Nations convention on the law of the sea has affect the unified
legal regime of the continental shelf, and this because of its sixth part which
characterized by a duplicity both in the determination of the outer limits of the
continental shelf and in the consecration of coastal states rights on the natural
resources of that continental.

Indeed, the dual legal regime of the continental shelf as to the determination
of its outer limits is explained by the fact that the article 76, while devoting
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unilateral authority to the coastal state in the determination of the outer limits of
his continental shelf wherever the outer edge of the continental margin does not
extend beyond 200 nautical miles from the baselines from which the breadth of the
territorial sea is measured, it restricts this authority through the recommendations
of the commission on the limits of the continental shelf wherever the outer edge
extends beyond that distance. As for the duplicity of the coastal state rights on the
natural resources of his continental shelf, it appears from the combination of the
article 76 and 82. The first text grant exclusive sovereign rights to the coastal state
in the limit of 200 nautical miles, while the second text compels the coastal state to
make the payments or contributions in kind in respect of the exploitation of the
non-living resources of the continental shelf beyond 200 nautical.

Keywords: continental shelf, coastal state, baselines, continental shelf, territorial
sea, pure sovereign rights, natural resources.
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' _Affaire des pécheries, Arrét du 18 décembre 1951 : C.1J., Recueil 1951, p. 133.
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