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The manifestations ofSectarianism andawareness of writing in the
contemporary Arabic, novel ‘Azazeel’ by Youssef Zaidan
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Abstract:
Contemporary Arabic literature today engages with all the phenomena and rapid
changes witnessed by the Arab world in recent times, particularly concerning the
identity affiliation that has manifested in various forms of sectarianism.
Sectarianism has become a central theme in many Arabic novels, explored by
writers from different perspectives and through distinct visions to create an
imaginative, open and conscious narrative world.
This research aims to uncover the manifestations of sectarianism in contemporary
fiction and how it dealt with this phenomenon, through the examination of the
mechanisms and aesthetics of its narratological poetics. It focuses on
deconstructing the forms it takes through the elements of fictional imagination
and the awareness of narrative writing, which consists in extracting its essential
cognitive and aesthetic dimensions. The chosen novel for this exploration is
"Azazel" by the Egyptian author Youssef Ziedan, which critically and precisely
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addresses this issue. Through this novel, Ziedan successfully delves deep in the
unspoken, through reshaping its realistic meanings according to the narrative
misrepresentation.

Keywords: Novel, Sectarianism, Fiction, Narrative Awareness, Aesthetics.
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