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Imaginaire historique dans le roman « L’Eclair de la nuit » du
romancier Bashir Kharif
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Abstract :

This scientific article aims to examine and reflect on the dualism of
imagination/history, which was proposed by many Arab writers and critics, such
as: the Tunisian critic Muhammad al-Qadi, the Tunisian critic and novelist
Muhammad al-Bardi, the Moroccan novelist and critic Muhammad Barrada, the
Algerian novelist and critic Wassini al- -Araj, and the Palestinian researcher Faisal.
Darraj...and other Arab creative flgures who expressed the state of
interconnection/convergence that has existed since ancient times, that is, since the
emergence of the novel during the 18th century. These writers and critics took it
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upon themselves to highlight the novel’s relationship with history based on novel
texts that were written across multiple different time periods. Starting from a
fundamental question, which is represented in the following formulation:

1-What is the relationship between the novel and imagination?

2- How did the novelist deal with historical material?

3- Was the novel able to represent history? Were you able to re-embody history
by relying on the reference or by relying on imagination, as called for by the Iraqi
critic and researcher Abdullah Ibrahim In his book titled: (Historical Imagination:
Narrative, Empire, and the Colonial Experience) written in 2011? At the same
time, he called for changing the term historical novel and replacing it with:
fictional fiction/fiction.

In addition to the theoretical nature that we seek to review through the duality of
imagination/history, because it is a problematic duality as expressed by the critic
Muhammad al-Bardi in his book titled: (Reflections on the Tunisian Novel: On
the Literature of the Attempt).

In order for this scientific article to maintain its objective, objective, scientific
character, we point out that we have chosen the novel “The Lightning of the
Night” by the Tunisian novelist Bashir Kharif. As a novel that embodies through
its narrative body the duality of history as a real discourse on the one hand, an
the novel as an imaginary narrative discourse on the other hand... This novel was
written in 1962 AD. It is considered one of the best and most prominent Arab and
Maghreb narrative texts that embodied history.

Keywords: novel-narration-fiction-history-reference
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