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Abstract:

During the second half of the twentieth century, the field of International
Health, as a concept and as an approach, had dominated public health
activities in the international sphere, particularly beyond the Western
countries borders. However, by the end of the century and the beginning of
the twenty first century, a new alternative concept, "Global Health”, has
emerged and dominated the literature. It has reflected many serious radical
changes in the way how transnational health issues are perceived and
treated. The new concept, on another hand, has led to the emergence of a
promising interdisciplinary field of study. The main virtue of such a
promising field lies its ability of linking — and of inspiring from —many
disciplines such as Biomedical Sciences, Social Sciences, economics,
politics, and global politics. Nevertheless, Global Health is still a highly
contested field of practice because of a complex variety of stakeholders that
produces a more complex variety of contenting intellectual and political
discourses. This article discusses the context through which Global Health,
as a concept and a discipline, has emerged and evolved. Then it examines,
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in general, the range of its intellectual and political implications within four
major discourse/approaches that have dominated Global Health debate.

Key words : public health ; international health ; global health ; global
health discourses.
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