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The impact of Sheikh Bouamama'’s Sufi discourse on popular resistance against

Frensh colonialism (Sheikh Bouamama and his movement as an example)
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Abstract:

This article investigates the form of Sufi discourse and its role in driving popular resistance against
French colonization, with a focus on Sheikh Bouamama's resistance, who established a faith-based approach
that spread throughout southern Algeria, the Algerian High West, and western Algeria. This approach was
open to all, resulting in an increase in its followers and supporters. This made Sheikh Bouamama's spiritual
leader set a main goal to achieve, which was to resist colonization through charging tribes with faith and
jihad in the name of God, relying on a spiritual Sufi discourse that contributed to developing political and

national awareness to respond to French occupation through armed resistance.

Keywords: Sufi discourse; Sheikha method; French colonialism; Sheikh Bouamama; The Popular Resistance.
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