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Camp Rapidum in Caisarean Mauritania and its strategic role during the Roman
period
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Abstract:
The reign of the Antonines (96-180 AD) is considered as the begining of the
serious thinking about establishing a real Limes line for protecting Roman area in

Caisarean Mauritania, and defending it against dangers of Moorish tribes especially
the Mountain and southern nomads, and for separating the Roman world from the
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independent Mauritania . This defense line consist of several military fortifications
which had a strategic locations such as the Rapidum camp, in the foothils of Tittris
mountains , that represented an important military base in controling this natural
area. This camp was built under the reign of Emperor Hadrian in 122 after the
period of disorders that Caisarean Mauritania passed through. basing on its location
and its miltitary groups, it contributed on repulsing Moorish attacks that
emmortalized by many inscriptions in the second and third centuries of our era, in a
the first hand ; at the other hand, the camp was able to attract groups of Moorish
tribes who merged with the veterans soldiers who settled in its side after the end of
their military service , thus forming Urban

Key Words:
Limes, Rapidum camp, Mauretania Caesarean, Moors, Arrested resistance,
Romanization.
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Laporte (J.P), Rapidum, op-cit, p69. ; Lenoir (M), op-cit, fig. 133.
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