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1. Introduction

The phenomenon of illegal immigration, known aargd’ is a global
issue that is prevalent in all countries worldwida: America, Arab
countries, Mexico, Cuba, Brazil, and Africa. In Bpe, illegal immigration
has gained unprecedented media attention, espemialhe past 15 years,
becoming one of the pressing issues for countgesernments, and non-
governmental organizations in the MediterraneanioregDespite the
multiple reasons leading to immigration, determgnits actual scale has
been challenging due to its unofficial nature. iStiats provided by various
entities on the number of illegal immigrants ofteary. The International
Labor Organization estimates the size of illegaiigration to be between
10-12% of the total migrant population worldwidehioh according to
United Nations estimates, amounts to approximat€§ million people.
The International Organization for Migration estiemillegal immigration
to the European Union at 15 million people.

It is worth mentioning that this type of migratios not a recent
phenomenon; it existed in the 1960s. Many of thesrigrants came from
Spain, Portugal, and the Arab Maghreb. After thesiqul, Europe enacted
laws prohibiting illegal immigration and adoptedjd measures to fight it.
Furthermore, the phenomenon takes on additionakmsons when we
consider that clandestine immigration, bafga' has found investors in the
lives of youngsters and networks abroad promishegmt a bright future.
However, these dreams often end in tragedy, highhg the serious danger
and horrific consequences of the phenomenon fasethovolved and the
people surrounding them.

All of this prompts us to ask a series of questions

- What is the concept ohéargd' in Algerian society?

- What are the reasons driving individuals to emlzarkhis adventure
and search into the unknown, and what are the cteaistics of
those who engage in clandestine immigration?

- What are the individual and social impacts of gfhenomenon?

- What are the practical solutions to address thempmenon?

2 -Problem Analysis

Clandestine immigration, also known as illegal igration or
"hargd' is not a coincidental phenomenon; often, natiovealspapers
report the arrest of dozens dfdrragd’, with some being rescued while
others being
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retrieved as cadavers. Relying on official statetsiethis problem
requires analysis and further research, especw@hsidering that those
engaging in clandestine immigration come from aitial classes. This
phenomenon has worsened in recent years, espeeidly the security
crisis the country witnessed over the past 18 ydessling to a decline in
living standards and the emergence of numerousalspecoblems, most
notably unemployment and poverty.

According to (Nasser Jabi,) a sociologist, clandesimmigration has
significantly increased in recent years, reflectihg desperation among
Algerian youth, who prefer risking their lives @&asto solve their crises. He
added that the reasons for illegal immigration steom the dire economic
conditions these youth face, coupled with the uagsly clouding their
future. Jabi stressed the urgent need to find ahdsolutions to this
phenomenon, as it threatens our youth, who preéathd at sea over
unemployment.

lllegal immigration is a global phenomenon presemhany countries,
especially developed ones. However, immigratiolctioope has become a
particularly concerning issue, with economic matiwdten at the forefront.
Many youths see immigration as a final solutioremafyrowing tired of
unemployment. Therefore, they resort to illegal ignation routes to reach
their final destination in Europe, often throughaBpand Italy.

3- Concept of lllegal Immigration:

Given that illegal immigration is part of the breadconcept of
migration, let's first delve into the concept ofgnaition itself.

Migration refers to leaving one place for anothar pursuit of
livelihood, education, healthcare, or any otherdbénlt generally entails
moving to live elsewhere with the intention of stay for an extended
period.(Mu'jam, 1994, p. 105)

It is a noun derived from the arabic vefiajara," which means to
leave or abandon. When we sdyajara al-makari’ it means leaving it.
Migration is the act of moving from one land to #rey and leaving one
country for another(Al-Firuz abadi, 2013, p.157)

As for the term illegal immigration, it is composedl two words :
“Immigration” and “lllegal”; it refers to action$at contravene the laws and
regulations governing the entry of foreign natienahto a sovereign
territory. It encompasses any movement across ®othat does not comply
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with legal requirements. This phenomenon emergetdrearly 28century
and flourished after the adoption of border cloquokcies in Europe during
the 1970s(Vaisse, 2000, p.173)

The term "illegal immigration” is synonymous witleveral other
terms, such as clandestine migration. It signitiesning one's identity
documents at sea to avoid identification and tk gemitical asylum. This
act symbolizes burning all ties with one's famdyigins, and identity.

In the broader context, illegal immigration entdigman movement
from one place to another, whether individuallycollectively, for political,
economic, social, or security reasons. It can Isingjuished from legal
immigration, which is regulated by laws and auttiesi issuing visas and
residence permits. lllegal immigration occurs aldsithese legal
frameworks and is not subject to delivering resadepermits(Al-hawwat &
others, 2007, p.02):

- A slogan amongHarragad' or illegal immigrants is: "IGive my body to the
fishes of the sea, but do not leave it for the weoahthe grave.”

- "Harraga" often set sail on boats without licenskilly aware of the
dangers they face.

4- Sociological Approach to the Phenomenon of lllegal
Immigration:

The sociological approach to this phenomenon suggist it is
linked to several dimensions, including:

- Environmental pressures and the resulting breakdof social control
mechanisms and social ties. This is manifestedh& fact that illegal
immigrants often reside in socioeconomically disadaged environments.

- According to the sociologist Ibn Khaldoun, as tnamed in his book The
Mugaddimaki' "The defeated are eager to imitate the vict@ion his
slogan, clothing style, creeds and all aspects ifef"|Indeed, illegal
immigration is a new tax among the burdens of ddpeay drowning
countries of the South, including Algeria. The admon for the other, his
way of life, and the desire to emulate him in tlomtext of exile and the
search for lost identity and the fragmented idgntéjecting the original
country, aspiring to achieve the identity of thesh&uropean country, all
together lead youth to sacrifice and risk theiedvamidst the waves of the
Mediterranean. Those who are fortunate enough nav&urush to discard
their identity documents to acquire a new identiile those unable to
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reach their destination face nothing but waterwegsa accommodated for
hundreds if not thousands of dead.

- According to the theory by Emile Durkheim, imnagon is classified into
three types(Bukhoush & saray, 2010).

4-1- Secret immigration as a selfish suicide

This behavior arises due to extreme individualistitdencies and the
individual's detachment from the culture they lime This type of behavior
emerges as a result of the weakening of sociatlaty within society,
where the illegal immigrant finds no support whenfaces any problem,
thus illegal immigration becomes one of the vitaategies they design for
themselves.

4-2- Secret immigration as altruistic suicide:

This situation occurs when the individual is clgsaksociated with
groups or individuals deeply entrenched in the idfiegdlegal immigration.

4-3- Secret immigration as anomic suicide

Secret immigration occurs in this case when:

- Social, cultural, and moral systems in sociebsdive.

- Political and economic life in society becomestutibed.

- A cultural gap emerges between goals and meagisyekn personal
ambitions and what is actually available.

From Durkheim's interpretation of this phenomense,can conclude
that the clandestine migrant feels incapable oésging legitimate means to
achieve the goals set by society for its membetiseredue to a lack of job
opportunities or an inability to integrate into sal culture.

- Contradiction of Values and Standards:This is behavior is common
among the majority of people in society. In thiggael, clandestine
immigration is interpreted as deviant behavior, #mas society attributes

deviance to the clandestine immigrant

- Imitation: Secret immigration arises under the influence wioael that is
emulated, and the media plays a significant roleriggering personal
motivations, where individuals inclined towards imgnation are strongly
driven by imitation towards engaging in this beloavirhey are compelled
to withdraw, and this stance is considered a pattérnonconformity. A
study conducted on the reasons behind this phermmesveals that the
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involvement of Algerian youth in clandestine imnatjon cannot be
understood and explained except through severarigancluding:

- Purely psychological conditions concerning tharraga youth either
personally or at the family level, which generagelings of despair and
frustration felt by the youth locally.

- The fascination received by the youth from theeotcountry or shore.

- The significant difficulties and obstacles todégnmigration imposed on
Algerian youth and their right to obtain a visavtsit the Western world.

- The attraction towards the European lifestyleaddition to the lack of
prospects in the home society for Algerian youth. adh’ha emphasizes
that except for the youth from affluent backgroyndsst of the youth
living somewhat difficult lives go through a perioflifrustration, prompting
them to seek a dignified life and job opportunitiefich serve as attracting
factors for illegal immigrants.

Moreover, the extent to which Algerian youth aréiu@nced by the
success of early migrants, who show signs of wegdthn their return home
during their vacations, such as cars, gifts, inmesits, and more(BIN
SHARIF, 2008, p.50)

The psycho-social analysis of this phenomenon atdicthe existence
of some factors in the migrants' environment thdernally provoke a
feeling of disaffection from their original envirorent and drive them to
seek a new environment where life conditions apeeted to be better than
those they experience in their home country.

5- Factors and Reasons for lllegal Immigration:

lllegal immigration is no longer a simple phenomenavhich
necessitates a great deal of attention to cortttwy eradicating the driving
reasons behind it. Therefore, researching the saak@nmigration is of
great importance in studying, as any solution redcWwithout addressing
them will remain sterile and bear no fruit.

5-1- Economic Factor:

The economic factor is considered the most imporfactor leading
to the emergence of this phenomenon, representintgss than 70% of the
reasons leading to illegal immigration. If sociattors represent the primary
impetus for immigration, then economic reasons e the
cornerstone(Al-Zakawi, 2010, p.15).
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Literature on economics emphasizes the role of ggtgcal income
disparities as a driver for external immigrationonBnuous and varied
disparities between population growth rates andhecnc growth rates,
which govern the creation of job opportunities, tetaute to the rise in
unemployment rates of all kinds: temporary, striadiu and
technological(GHARAIBI, 2012, p.54).

The economic motive for immigration is charactedizéy its
significant influence on the decision to migrate mwt. According to
statistics from 2005, there are approximately 190lian immigrants
distributed in varying proportions across contisei@4% in Europe, 23% in
North America(Sameer, 2006), 28% in Asia, 9% iniédr 3% in Latin
America, and 03% in Australia). We find that 60%nafyrants settle in the
most advanced and affluent societies, reflectimgvikright of the economic
factor as a driver for immigration. Moreover, the&oeomic factor
determines the nature of migration as permanenteorporary. When
economic motivation is the driving force for migost, the majority of

migrants settle in host countries, whether throleglal or illegal means

For example, the Maghreb community is characteriagda high
percentage of working-age individuals (15-64 yeaasrounting for about
54.6% of the population. It also has a surplus ofitly energy, unlike
European countries that are recipients of theseamig and suffer from an
aging population. The population aged over 65 yegpsesents about 60%
of the society. A study by the United Nations inrta2000 indicated that
Europe would need 47 million migrants to halt pgpioin decline and 77
million to maintain the active population. In caadt to developed countries,
the countries from which migrants come face a ficant shortage of job
opportunities despite a high percentage of the imgrge population.
Thus, unemployment affects a large portion of tbhpytation, especially
young people with university qualifications. Theeumployment rate in
Algeria, for example, is estimated at about 23.7¥#0&ding to the National
Economic and Social Council. This pressure on #t®i market fuels the
"desire to immigrate,” especially in its illegaliio.

One of the reflections of the unemployment phenamers the
increase in poverty levels. For example, the pdaggn of people living
below the poverty line in Algeria is about 10%. Watjsparities also serve
as a motivating factor for immigration, as the mmom wage exceeds three
to five times the level found in some countries(HBM2009, p. 29).
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While in Europe, there is a scarcity of the workfralongside
numerous job opportunities, with an unemploymene maot exceeding
6.5%. Maghreb labor is cheap and capable of workingll fields, even
those rejected by Europeans.

Regarding Algeria, the distribution process of owdl wealth is
associated with many problems, especially amongreusity-educated
youth and those with vocational training certifesat The community's
institutions fail to accommodate this huge numbéryoung people, as
around 230.000 students graduate from Algerian exsittes annually.
Failing to achieve their minimum aspirations led&olsncreased individual
frustration and collective anger, making individualore inclined to engage
in marginal culture. Thus, clandestine immigratisrconsidered an aspect
of this culture(Ramadan, 2009).

5-2- Social Factor:

The low living standards and declining quality @€ lin developing
countries, especially among Arab youth, are amdreg rmost significant
driving factors for immigration to the West, creatia phenomenon of
poverty that the majority of inhabitants of devetgpcountries experience.
Studies by the Arab Council for Childhood and Depehent have indicated
that over 80% of the Arab world's population livasdire poverty. More
than 230 million people in Arab countries live anaverage annual income
of no more than $1.500. According to World Bankagldhe real per capita
share of gross domestic product in Arab countras ot exceeded 6.5%
over 24 years. Additionally, social problems sushpaverty, famine, and
disease plague people's lives, prompting indivisldal seek better income
even in difficult conditions and search for solagao their social problems.
Youth in developing countries continue to suffeonfr poverty due to
irregular employment and a lack of job opportusitie the organized sector.
In 2013, 38.8% of young workers in developing coestlived on less than
$2 per day.

5-3- Political and Security Factors:

The causes of illegal immigration cannot be limited economic
reasons alone, as security and safety also plagnéicant role, especially
in Arab countries at present. This is evident imrdaes like Syria, Iraq,
Libya, and even neighboring Tunisia, which havenbgl@agued by conflicts
and bloodshed. Additionally, in African countriesthnic, tribal, and clan
conflicts fueled, governed, and financed by colbfoeces dreaming of re-
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establishing their dominance over the African coeit are prevalent, as
seen in Rwanda, Somalia, and Liberia...(Obied AzintArahim, 2008,
p.151).

Political factors include widespread population lextge operations
between numerous countries. Political factors neshifthemselves in
population immigration to counter armed invasioMany international
bodies and organizations have been establishedcaniihue to work to
assist during such population movements, especitadlge occurring among
refugee populations worldwide. Examples of thegmwoizations include the
International Labor Organization and Amnesty In&ional(Awad, 1995,
p.70).

Moreover, local political pressure also leads tonigration. In most
developing countries where democracy is lacking, @iotatorships prevail,
people are driven to prisons and detention cemfsout cause or trial.
Internal revolutions, military coups, and local waalso lead to migration
abroad. Additionally, some emergency situations;hsas international
sanctions on a society, contribute to immigratnFayl, 2000, pp.41-42).

Since the late 1980s, wars, conflicts, and fore@ng@rvention in many
parts of the African continent have caused politinatability throughout
the region. This has led to deteriorating condgiam all aspects of life for
African citizens, who have no choice but to ventur® legitimate and
illegitimate ways to achieve a kind of stability dasecurity. In recent
decades, due to increasing internal political unresrious conflicts, and
misunderstandings between neighboring African aoesyover borders and
natural resources, much of this unrest and cordlct be traced back to the
remnants of European colonization (Fayyad, 19%1)p.

lllegal immigration is, in fact, an expression déabntent with the
situation that young people in their countries imeThe countries that are
sources of migrants are characterized, for the npast, by political
deprivation, individualistic systems, the loss @edom of expression, lack
of democratic principles, and the absence of rasfpechuman rights and
public freedoms. Individuals feel a state of psyopmal and social
instability and the desire to seek a safe refugé ¢éimsures human dignity,
freedom of opinion and expression, democracy. Tpienomenon is
particularly evident in the most authoritarian aegdressive countries in the
Third World, where the number of migrants using angans possible to
escape the existing reality increases(Al-Zaydi, 01
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5-4- Historical Factors:

The majority of countries that are sources of aleighmigration were
once colonized by the receiving countries, whiokated a sense that these
countries were responsible for the tragic situagrgperienced by these poor
countries due to the depletion of their resourBesith countries believe that
these countries should compensate for the damagyectused throughout
history in favor of southern countries, which amced to immigrate
towards Europe, whether legally or illegally.

When we talk about French colonies, we can say ithaiddition to
the historical colonial ties linking the countriefsthe Maghreb with France,
we find that the number of migrants has signifibamicreased due to the
poverty and deprivation experienced by the peopidsorth Africa, newly
occupied by the French. After this period, they eyad economically and
socially exhausted. Once immigration doors werenegdeo their youth,
they primarily considered it a refuge from the madde conditions left by

France, which led to the exacerbation of immigrattowards it,
whether through legal or illegal means(fadil Dali@003, pp.79-80).

5-5- Geographic Factor:

Geographical proximity to the European continesbdhcilitates the
influx of large numbers of migrants to it. For exale Algeria constitutes a
main gateway and a link between the African comtirend Europe. This
geographic proximity has facilitated the movemehtA&ricans in general
and Moroccans in particular to the northern Mediteean shore.
Additionally, the vastness of the Algerian bordeesacerbates the
phenomenon, spanning 7011 kilometers.

This geographical factor significantly aids youtnmigration. For
example, African countries benefit from geographipeoximity to the
Mediterranean Sea basin and southern Europe, efipéldinisia and Libya
towards Italy. Due to this factor, the movementrirthe African continent
to the European continent has become very easysaime applies to the
immigration of Mexicans to the United States andloimesians to
Malaysia(Malkhadmi, 2012, p.26).

In addition to these important factors, we briefigntion some factors
that are no less important than the main reasarcé, as the breakdown of
family ties experienced by some families sufferfrgm fragmentation and
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lack of communication, along with the feeling ofenority experienced by

some individuals resulting from exclusion in terafisvork and status.

Youth who have failed in their studies, unemployedidents of deprived
suburban areas, marginalized individuals, and thdse suffer from social

integration problems are highlighted, illustratirbe phenomenon of
frustration as a problem of social integration.sTts something we cannot
overlook.

6-Examples of Some Algerian Youth Who Attempted lllegl
Immigration:

- Here we pose the following question: Who are ¢heho risk their lives?

They are young people in the prime of life, withdecate qualifications, or
even university graduates, often suffering from rpeconomic conditions,
seeking to escape from harsh lives.

- The journey of return: the suffering of arrest, fear of the unknown, the
dream that vanished.

- The return: disappointment, facing family, blackmail.

- Psychological state:itraumatic experience, feeling of failure, frusoat
and despair, exacerbation of family conflict, loglfsesteem. Most of them
engage in drug use.

Some experiences:
» Case N1:

Mohammed, 43 years old, father of two childrenemagted illegal
immigration four times, once before marriage anckéhtimes after. The
reason was between two fires, the fire of terroresmd the fire of security,
as he said, "There was no stability" in societye Teteriorating security
situation in Algeria was one of the direct reasbekind the phenomenon of
illegal immigration.

« Case N2:

Bilal, 30 years old, believes that paradise is umdpe. He graduated
from university without finding a job, so he belessthat the only solution is
to embark on the adventure of illegal immigratiorEurope, where he will
find work. He risked his life twice and failed, erpsing his hope to reach
there one day, and he confirms that he will repkatprocess no matter
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what it takes because he is tired of living in Algedue to unemployment
since 2002, the year he graduated.

« Case N3:

The story of a young man who, along with his frigntiought a
fishing boat, each paying $600 to the owner to ms®r immigration.
However, the coastal guards discovered them, chtmad, and returned
them to the shores. He does not regret the attamgbtwill repeat it if the
opportunity arises.

» Case N4:

Samir, 25 years old, said that he attempted illegethigration by
boarding a cargo ship bound for Marseille, butghig's guards discovered
him and returned him to his homeland. He wantsyt@again because he did
not find a job and chose the adventure he faile@¢anfirming his intention
to repeat the attempt until he succeeds.

» Case Nb5:

One of them gathered a sum of 1500 euros, the segeamount for
clandestine travel, and contacted a person spssihin smuggling youth to
the port of Marseille, France. He sneaked aboagdstip with the help of
one of its crew members, and although the bordécepdid not discover
him, the difficult conditions he experienced ins@dlideout no more than
half a meter wide made him lose consciousness.

» Case N6:

Another young man, an engineer in computer sciema@mts to
immigrate. He says, "My country provided me witlkegreducation at all
levels, but | don't understand why free educateguaranteed, and all the
burdens of education are borne for several yeatsit lloes not care about
holders of higher degrees after their graduationthey are not guaranteed
positions suitable for the academic level they ha@aehed."

« Case N7:

Abdulrahman, a young man in his twenties, obtaimedaccalaureate
in 2020. His university studies coincided with thpread of the corona
virus, and with the strikes and disruptions in ensity studies, he engaged
in parallel activities as temporary work on daysewhhe did not have
classes, which provided him with a decent incomdéterAa year in
university, Abdulrahman decided to leave his staidie the university and
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continue working. He managed to save a consideraipleunt of money
through which he could start his own business. latteer young people, he
dreams of a promising future that he sees beyordstas. Although
successful in his work, he occasionally told higepé&s that he would
attempt to achieve that dream. This was realizedmarning in 2022 when
he called his father and told him that he was ertiiddle of the sea with a
group of young men. Abdulrahman and his friend hgteed to collect a
sum of money to undertake this journey with a grofiyoung men from
different regions who had purchased a boat anthalsupplies for the trip
with the facilitation of the person who coordinathese adventures. He
asked them each for a sum of 500 000 dinars to thelm and provide for
the needs of their journey and ensure its secrElegir destination was a
Spanish island. After a while on the journey, wifiledulrahman was taking
a rest on board the boat, he suddenly woke upetetreams and fear of his
colleagues, repeating "We will die, the fuel has aut." Since the chances
of survival were minimal, Abdulrahman decided tteatpt what could be a
lifeline for him and his companions. He dove inte sea and swam, as he
was a skilled swimmer. He continued swimming acribss sea for long
hours until his colleagues were certain of his ldefgeling despair, fear, and
panic. Meanwhile, exhaustion overcame Abdulrahmaa tb swimming
long distances until he spotted a ship from afee. dé¢gan whistling and
waving his hands in the hope of rescue, and indéxedmiracle happened,
and he and his colleagues were rescued after hexl ablem to save his
friends. They were taken to the nearest islandyevAddulrahman and his
friend headed to the Netherlands, and the resthefybuth to France.
Abdulrahman and his friend stayed in a center fag tare of Syrian
refugees. One day, Abdulrahman woke up unable &atbe and was
subsequently transferred to the hospital. The danformed his friend that
he had contracted pneumonia due to marine parasges result of
swimming in the sea for long hours. He was admittethe intensive care
unit, and his parents in Algeria were informed,ereing the news as if
struck by lightning. The doctor informed them tifabe survived the crisis
after 48 hours, he would be able to survive. Thbsers passed for
Abdulrahman's family and friend as if they werergedhanks to God's care
and protection, Abdulrahman overcame this ordeat #imost ended his
life. He gradually recovered, and after about thyears of Abdulrahman's
immigration, he represents an example of Algeriantly attempting illegal
immigration or suicide.

Journal AFAQ of Sociology  Volume 14 N June 2024 481



Sociological Approach to the Phenomenon of lllegainmigration in the
Algerian Society D. Sebkhaoui hanane

This is an example of thousands of cases that rexery day with
different individuals and multiple scenarios, whiskrve as models for
many similar and diverse cases. Coastguards thmamy attempts of illegal
immigration, whether on the eastern or western tsod3oastguards have
also recovered several bodies of illegal migrai@pain and Italy are
considered destinations for illegal migrants due their proximity to
Algerian coasts. The dream of immigration, whicpresents an incomplete
dream for youth who embark on this experience, detiid some being
rescued while others meet their demise.

In this regard, it is worth noting that France &ohosts 90% of
Algerian migrants, including 20,000 individuals whiack personal
documents. According to some, Europe provides ggdorits citizens and
ensures suitable conditions for its workers, gumeing their rights
regardless of their nationalities, unlike backweodntries that mistreat their
workers without any respect.

-Conclusion

lllegal immigration, in its general sense, invoh@essing borders by
land or sea and residing in another country illggdl has become a global
phenomenon, ranking third in terms of criminal damgfter drug and arms
trafficking. Despite the efforts of the Algerian\wgomnment authorities to
curb this dangerous phenomenon, it still posesoaniog threat to society
due to the lack of serious focus on new levelsobditons beyond security
or even superficial economic solutions.

Legal measures and strict security procedures aom@ot sufficient
to address this phenomenon and its negative effddtherwise, its
exacerbation will increase in the future, and wey métness even harsher
tragedies than death ships. Poverty, low livingndéads, and deteriorating
levels of human security are the main drivers td@gal immigration in
Algeria.

While the negative economic effects of illegal ingnation appear
quickly, the social and cultural impacts are dethlgat gradually strengthen,
becoming difficult to control at some point. Hevee refer to the other side
of immigration, which we have not addressed, narttedytransformation of
Algeria into a receiving country for migrants ans iong-term social and
cultural impact if not rectified. Citizens' dealsgvith people they know
nothing about in terms of health, morals, religi@amd security pose a
danger to the social system. Thus, illegal immigratcontributes to the
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growth of various dangerous social phenomena, detu drugs,
immorality, murder, and the resulting diseases, eamihing the social
security of Algerians. This necessitates the Abgyeristate to take all
necessary measures to confront this dangerous pterm by pushing
authorities and economic institutions in sending agceiving countries to
find practical solutions to this phenomenon.
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