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Summary : The objective of this study is to highlight the recent
developments in the case of agricultural liberalization in the Mediterranean on
the one hand, and present the constraints of protectionism in agricultural trade
policy of the EU general, and in the fruit and vegetables which constitut a
comparative advantage in the southern Mediterranean countries, in particular.
Under the free trade area agreements envisaged by the Euro Mediterranean,
the opening of the European market for agricultural products bébifice of the
Southern and Eastern Mediterranean (SEM) is very small compared industrial
products. Agricultural opening provided in this Agreement and that agricultral
following a progressive apprche should be gradually achieved by reciprocal
preferential access between the two sides. A device has been developed since
2006 by the European Commission to liberalize agricultural trade with the
Mediterranean  Partner Countries(MPCs).Within  this framework, several
agreements were concluded with the southern Mediterranean countries.

It is important to note that the comparative advantages and food trade
balance between the two parties are heterogeneous.
Countries (SEMC) constitute a major outlet for surplus products within the EU
(cereals, meat, milk), however, the SEMC export fruis and vegetables as well as
seafood.
The review of agricultural trade policy of the EU towards SEMC exports reported
multiple measures restricting wider access to the EU market especially for
agricultural produce (olive oil, fruits and vegetables). These measures protecting
and supporting the competitiveness of European agriculture has undergone
major changes, non tariff measures (sanitary and phitosanitares complex
system standards(quality of food), are very restrictive than the traditional barriers
having been Preferences (tariffs, entry prices, quotas, subsies for agriculture).

Key words: agricultural trade policy , food’s quality standards, non
tariffbarriers, support for agriculture, free trade area.
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(2) Garcia José Maria, Mondialisation agricole et produits méditerranéennes, In
CIHEAM ,Rapport Mediterra 2012, La diete méditerranéenne pour un développement
régional durable, Paris, Presses de Sciences - Po, Mars 2012,p 362.
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