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Abstracts

Ambiguity and vagueness are among the most important linguistic
phenomena that naturally occur in human language. Consequently they were
and are still the object of linguistic studyprecisely semanticsas they are
concerned with the study of the meaning of wordsnot their form or sounds.
Ambiguity and vagueness are more clearly distinguishable from other linguistic
phenomena by the fact that they hinder smooth language communication and
are a necessary evil for the building of a language system free of affection and
artificiality at the same time. Some mix ambiguity and vagueness up in their
minds and think that they are the samea fact that one can observe in their using
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misnomers to refer to them and treatment of both indiscriminately as one thing.
The present paperbacked by examplesaims to show the difference between the
two.
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“Ambiguity is property of predicates which will affect sentences in which
“they occur by making them capable of more than one interpretation.” (1)
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(1) Mc Arthur « T. The Linguistics Encyclopaedia « Routledge « London/ New York. (1992)
(2) Dubois «J. Dictionnaire de linguistique et des sciences du langage « Larousse « Paris.
1994
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(1) Ruby « C. The Art of Making Sense « Greenwich (1972) .
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(1) Lewis « D. Philosophical Papers 1 « Oxford University Press « Oxford. (1983).
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(1) Brugman « C. Story of Over «n. pub M.A. thesis « Berkeley « University of California (1981)

(2) Lakoff < G. Women « Fire and Dangerous Things. What Categories Reveal about the
Mind « Chicago University Press « Chicago and London. (1987).
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(1) Keenan « EL.“Some Logical Problems in Translation” < in Meaning and Translation:
Philosophical and Linguistic Approaches « edited F. Guenthen & M . (1978) .
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