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Abstract

This paper looks at the failure of mass communication theory in

explaining the behavior of media OTZAON22NONS QINNG Wars and crises,
Principles of freedom of the press and objectivity are not respected
and the journalism practice is not the same in times of war than in
normal times. Very often, the news organization sides with the
position of its mother country, and the journalist becomes
“nationalistic” and patriotic and aligns himself to his country’s
position from the war at the expense of professionalism, objectivity,

honesty and ethics of Jjournalism practices. -
As a theoretical framework the study used the market model and the

manipulative model, and the case study approach— the Second Gulf
War (1990-1991), the 9/11 attacks on the US, the Afghan War and

lastly the Third Gulf War (2003)- as a research method. Major

research questions of the study are: What directions did the coverage

of the war on Iraq take and the nature of intrusion and pressures on

journalists during their reporting of the casualties of the war. The

hypotheses of the study were as follows: According to the

manipulative model the media coverage of the Iraqi war will be partial

and biased. The four theories of the press as well as the market model

do not provide an explanation for the nature of media war coverage. In

times of wars and crises Journalism is mixed up with propaganda,

public relations, psychological warfare and disinformation. The media

practice gets away from professionalism and the principles of

objectivity and freedom of the press. Findings of the study show the

failure of the theories of the press to explain the practice of the media

in times of wars and crises. While the manipulative model explains the

use and exploitation of media organizations and the communicators by

military, economic and political forces for the purpose of propaganda,

public relations, psychological warfare, manipulation, disinformation

and distortion.
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