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Article title: The Third Constitutional Amendment in Mauritania
- Political Contexts and Legal Dimensions

Abstract:

This essay seeks to study the third and last constitutional
amendment made to the constitution of Mauritania on August 5, 2017,
which sparked political controversy, on the one hand, in terms of its
timing coinciding with the end of the second and final presidential
mission, and on the other hand, in terms of its radical contents that
affected the flag and anthem, andabolished the Senate. Likewise, the
amendment procedures did not escape criticism for questioning its
legality, because from a legal point of view, it is not legitimate for
some to resort to a referendum under Article 38 of the Constitution,
since the amendment had earlier been rejected by the Senate.

This research - which we used to build the methodology of legal
and political sciences - enabled us to notice that the Third Amendment
did not achieve the required consensus between the political parties,
nor was it essential, as its importance did not go beyond introducing
amendments to "beautify the system." Perhaps his ultimate goal was to
pave the way for another constitutional amendment that would have
extended to presidential duties to allow the president to stay for a
longer period, but the risks surrounding this project led to his final
exclusion in favor of a peaceful transfer of power under the
constitution.

Key words: constitution, political polarization, constitutional
amendment, national dialogue, constitutional referendum,
constitutional amendment procedures.
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