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Abstract:

This research falls within the field of local historical
geography, which is one of the important fields in contemporary
historical studies interested in the Mediterranean basin. In the period
between the two wars, the djerbian economy relied mainly on
agriculture and fishing. This sector contributed to achieving self-
sufficiency in food for the inhabitants of the island of Djerba, despite
the fact that agriculture is closely related to the annual rate of rainfall
on the island.

And it was possible for us, through the available data on
agriculture and fishing, to know the most prominent characteristics of
the Djerba economy in that period, by adopting an analytical approach
to the available data, whether in the national archives or in the
archives of the municipality of Djerba, or extracted from some sources
and references.

Agriculture was characterized by the domination of rain-fed
grain crops that depended mainly on rain water, such as wheat and
barley. As for the irrigated farming, it depended on the water of the
wells spread in the fresh areas of the island, which contained all kinds
of fruit trees, especially oranges and apples.
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As for fishing, Europeans have been active in extracting the
white sponge available on the coast of the island, which was based on
advanced means. As for the djerbian fishermen, and by virtue of their
modest capabilities, they were content with hunting black sponges
near the coasts. Fishing also contributed to absorbing unemployment
and saving the island from famine during the dry seasons.

Keywords: agriculture; Fishing; rain water; Wells Water; rain-fed
crops; irrigated crops; Self-sufficiency; famine; agricultural
colonialism; white sponge; black sponge.
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