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Abstract:

Western researchers have established a conceptual ¢dichotomy
between "mysticism™ and "rationalism". It was directed during the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries to diagnose the nature of the "mystical
East" and to help justify various forms of subordination of the East to the
"rational” West. Eastern traditions of thinking were portrayed as
“mystical” and as “mysterious.” By contrast, by describing Western
thought as “rational,” Western scholars granted their work the kind of
“general” scientific authority that the East was denied. This can be
considered as helping to support the malicious practices of the Western
colonial power on the eastern societies. Westerners' reliance on these two
categories of "rationalism” and "mysticism"” has also undermined the
credibility of the research done on the eastern intellectual traditions.
Since the classification based on “rationalism” and “mysticism” is
foreign to the Eastern texts that Western academics impose on them,
Western orientalist interpretations of those texts often distort their
original meanings and distort their understanding. We can find ample
evidence of how this categorization based on the distinction between
"rationalism™ and "mysticism" established around Al-Ghazali, whose
sympathy often won him With mystical traditions and his apparent
rejection of Greek philosophy, he has the reputation of being a symbol of
Islamic mysticism.

Keywords: Western researchers; Islamic mysticism; Islamic mysticism;
Al-Ghazali; rationalism.
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