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Our study deals with the development of the border security concept, from
the traditional concept that focuses greatly on the physical infrastructure which has
become unable to fully respond to new challenges, to the modern concept of borders
where the security process includes a wide range of security, economic, political
and even intertwined and complex social functions and mechanisms. This fact has
led to new border security policies that would go in line with the nature of these
transformations. We focus on the Algerian model as a case study considering that
Algeria is a buffer state located in the North African region and facing a wide range
of transnational border security challenges along its eastern, western and southern
borders, ranging from terrorism, arms trade, drug trade and illegal immigrants fleeing
the tragic situation in their countries. Accordingly, we will emphasize in this study on
the importance of "smart borders" as a rational response to the new and increasing
threats by assessing the opportunities and costs resulting from adopting this type of
mechanisms to secure the national borders.

Keywords: Algeria, Smart Borders, Border Security, Border Management, New
Security Challenges.
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