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The structure of city space in Djalaoudji’s “the canopy of
dream and bereavement” (Suradiq al-hilmwa al-faji-a)
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Abstract:

This study purports to analyse the structure of the city space in
Djalaoudji’s novel “suradeq al-hilmwa al-faji-a” which represents a harsh
epoch in the life of the Algerian society, where the city became a miserable
place overwhelmed with tyranny. It also aims to focus on the city space as
the scene of atrocious events, and of the conspiracy weaved against it, in full
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view of all its inhabitants. It tracks aspects of transformation affecting its
urbanism, humanism, feminism, as an expression of the grey present against
its beautiful white past, sticking to its dream strangled by bereavement. This
is done using spacial polarity which is based on binary oppositions of Yuri
Lotman.

Key words. novel; space; city; binary opposition; Yuri Lotman.
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