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The role of prosopography in studying the judicial
archives producers in Algeria during the French colonial
period (1830-1848)
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Abstract
Prosopography is of great importance in the study of various historical
fields, especially when data are scarce and sources are unavailable, or
the archives is scattered and lost. In this context, we wanted to prepare
a prosopography of judicial archives producers in Algeria at the
beginning of the French colonization, with the aim of identifying the
role that this approach plays in the field of historical archives, where
we chose a sample of judges who are active during the period (1830-
1848). The study reached a set of results, the most important of which
are : the effective role of prosopography in identifying the judicial
archives producers and revealing the judicial legal system and policy of

colonialism, with the presence of obstacles that limit the effectiveness
of its use.

Keywords : Judicial archives ; prosopography; archives producers;
Algeria; French colonial period.
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