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The role of national libraries in the preservation and communication of the intellectual
heritage of the nations: The Algerian National Library is a model
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Abstract
National libraries are an incubator for the intellectual and historical heritage of nations and
civilizations; they work on the collection and compilation of intellectual production and
national cultural heritage in its various forms and types. And they care to organize and
arrange it to make it available to generations and historians depending on their cognitive and
intellectual needs. Most of them rely on the legal deposit as an asset to account and assemble
all that is published in the country and thus to create a reservoir of knowledge and information
that can be used whether to compose, write or even to date the past of the nations and peoples.
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We have sought to demonstrate the role of national libraries as an information institution
located within the head of the body in the library pyramid of most states. We are considering
the study as a model for the Algerian National Library to learn about the various procedures,
circumstances and possibilities offered by this ancient institution in the field of scientific,
intellectual and cognitive research, and in particular how to preserve the history of our
glorious nation and our beloved country, to communicate it to people on one hand and to the
rest of the nations and civilizations on the other hand.

Key words:
National library; Algerian National Library; intellectual heritage ; preservation and
communication.
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