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Abstract :

The reader receives new literary works armed with precedent aquisitions
wich are formed from his previous readings, this experience determines the

reader’s view and expectations , which is the so-called horizon of
expectation, but the new work does not always come in line with this
horizon, it disappoints the recipient’s expectation and shock him in
some of his deep-set beliefs and disturbs his previous knowledge,
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resulting in a distance between the known old and the different new
called by (Jauss) the aesthetic distance. This term refers to the renewal of the
new work compared to its predecessors and he considered it a criterian of
the quality of the works as the disappointment is necessary for the

development of the literary genre.

There is no doubt that the Algerian novel has evolved thanks to the
continuous demolition of expectations and building new horizons as in the
case of the Algerian novelist Ahlem Mostaghanemi.

Keywords: Aesthetic distance, Horizon of expectation , Reader.
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