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Abstract :
Politeness is a cross—cultural pragmatic phenomenon. It enables the interlocutors to
achieve a successful communication by creating a comfortable environment for
communication. This paper aims at examining how politeness equivalence can be
achieved in the translation of literary discourse from English into Arabic. A
good translation should have the same impact on the target reader as the original text.
Therefore, the translator’s first task is to deduce the implicit meaning that will enable

him to convey the original author ‘s intentions to the target reader.
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”"May I hope, madam, for your interest with your fair daughter

Elizabeth, when I solicit for the honour of a private audience with her in the

course of this morning?”
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”Dear madam (1y. do not go. I beg you will not go. Mr. (2y Collins

must excuse me (3y. He can have nothing to say to me that anybody need not

hear. I am going away myself. (3)”
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”Believe me, my dear Miss Elizabeth, that your modesty, so far from
doing you any disservice, rather adds to your other perfections. You would
have been less amiable in my eyes had there not been this little unwillingness;
but allow me to assure you, that I have your respected mother’s permission
for this address. You can hardly doubt the purport of my discourse, however
your natural delicacy may lead you to dissemble; my attentions have been too
marked to be mistaken. Almost as soon as I entered the house, I singled you
out as the companion of my future life. But before I am run away with by my
teelings on this subject, perhaps it would be advisable for me to state my
reasons for marrying—and, moreover, for coming into Hertfordshire with the

design of selecting a wife, as I certainly did.”
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” My reasons for marrying are, first, that I think it a right thing for

every clergyman in easy circumstances (like myselfy to set the example of
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matrimony in his parish; secondly, that I am convinced that it will add very
greatly to my happiness; and thirdly—which perhaps I ought to have
mentioned earlier, that it is the particular advice and recommendation of the
very noble lady whom I have the honour of calling patroness. Twice has she
condescended to give me her opinion (unasked too!y on this subject; and it
was but the very Saturday night before I left Hunstord—between our pools at
quadrille, while Mrs. Jenkinson was arranging Miss de Bourgh’s footstool,
that she said, ‘Mr. Collins, you must marry. A clergyman like you must
marry. Choose properly, choose a gentlewoman for my sake; and for your
own, let her be an active, useful sort of person, not brought up high, but able
to make a small income go a good way. This is my advice. Find such a

woman as soon as you can, bring her to Hunsford, and I will visit her’

Gt 3 AL WS T Slsl PO e Ol T B 3 3dsS ) Lol
B35 & S oY) 5asl s (3 el Gale AUl LUy gl Dbl o
BT e Joill e @) deasedd) ods dab 22 Ulag 1 O] Solel o I il
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" Allow me, by the way, to observe, my fair cousin, that I do not
reckon the notice and kindness of Lady Catherine de Bourgh as among the
least of the advantages in my power to offer. You will find her manners
beyond anything I can describe; and your wit and vivacity, I think, must be
acceptable to her, especially when tempered with the silence and respect
which her rank will inevitably excite. Thus much for my general intention in
favour of matrimony; it remains to be told why my views were directed
towards Longbourn instead of my own neighbourhood, where I can assure
you there are many amiable young women. But the fact is, that being, as I
am, to inherit this estate after the death of your honoured father (who,
however, may live many years longer), I could not satisfy myself without

resolving to choose a wife from among his daughters, that the loss to them
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might be as little as possible, when the melancholy event takes place—which,
however, as I have already said, may not be for several years. This has been
my motive, my fair cousin, and I flatter myself it will not sink me in your
esteem. And now nothing remains but for me but to assure you in the most
animated language of the violence of my affection. To fortune I am perfectly
indifterent, and shall make no demand of that nature on your father, since I
am well aware that it could not be complied with; and that one thousand
pounds in the four per cents, which will not be yours till after your mother’s
decease, is all that you may ever be entitled to. On that head, therefore, I shall
be uniformly silent; and you may assure yourself that no ungenerous reproach

shall ever pass my lips when we are married.”
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”You are too hasty, sir (1).” she cried. “You forget that I have made
no answer. Let me do it without further loss of time. Accept my thanks for
the compliment you are paying me (2). I am very sensible of the honour of

your proposals (3y, but it is impossible for me to do otherwise than to decline

them.”
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