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Abstract One of the aims of literary texts 1s to
take the reader to imaginary and fairy worlds, which
are nothing but the reflection of the author’s mind,
ideas and own life.In this case symbols carry the
author’s hidden intentions; and when 1t comes to

translation it is a double task: decrypting symbols
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then translating in a way that preserves the source
text’s aim and produce the same impact on the target

text reader.

In this paper, the translation of symbols in Edgar
Allan Poe’s short story %“The Fall of the House of
Usher” was studied to find out the process adopted in

two distinct translations into Arabic.

Keywords : Short storys; Symbols; Literary
Translation; Literal TranslationsEdgar Allan Poe.
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(B "symbol" AlS Ciy i (Webster) siwuy usld A sly A
"The word symbol is derived from "'symballein,
meaning ‘to throw  together’, from the Greek
‘symbolon’and Latin ‘symbolum’, which meant token,

sign" .©
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"(Symbol is) something used for, or regarded as,

representing something else. More specifically, a
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symbol is a word, phrase, or other expression having
a complex of associated meanings; in this sense, a
symbol 1is viewed as having values different from
those of whatever is being symbolized . . . . Many
poets have used the rose as a symbol of youth and
beauty; a flag is a piece of cloth which stands for
or is a symbol of a nation".("
oo 50l G Il S 3l ISy AT U ey a1 e ) Jhaid ol caasind o Sal)
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"A literary symbol 1is something that means more
than what it 1is. It is an object, a person, a
situation, an action, or some other item that has a
literal meaning 1in the story, but suggests or
represents other meanings as well"®
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" A symbol is an example of the transference of
meaning. When images and concrete objects refer to
a meaning beyond the material object, they often
serve the additional function of symbols. Symbol
may be a detail, an object, a character or an
incident. It exists first as something literal and
concrete in the work but it also has the capacity

to evoke in the mind of reader a range of
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invisible and abstract associations. Here are some
symbolic associations that are universally
recognized and accepted: the dawn with hope, the
serpent with evil, the color of white with
innocence, 1light with knowledge, the crown with
royalty and dark with ignorance."®
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