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Psychological and social adjustment of the mentally retarded child
-comparative study of children aged 9 to 12 with an intellectual disability
between simple and average-
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Abstract:

In this research, we focused on the study of the psychological and social
adjustment among mentally retarded children, in particular the study of
differences existing between those with low mental retardation and moderate
mental retardation in terms of adjustment, By applying projective test «draw-a-
person test » from his designer Goodanov-Harris(1963), on 30 child in C.M.P.P
Tizi Ouzou. The analysis of the two groups' drawings and the explanation of the
significance of both location and shape showed that there are statistically
significant differences between the two groups. However, despite these
differences, both groups use the same defensive mechanisms to cope with the
obstacles of social communication and the difficulties of adaptation, so both
groups seek to change their behavior to create a more adaptative relationship
between them and their environment.

Keywords: psycho-social adjustment, mental retardation, late childhood.
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