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The question of land in South Africa is an important issue that is stabilizing, and
is deeply linked to the racist practice in which white settlers have been involved since
they stepped South Africa. For two centuries (from the mid-seventeenth to the mid-
19th centuries), white Europeans seized the bulk of the land in South Africa, so much
so that the average ownership of one of their farmers was more than the possession of
an entire African tribe, where the dense numbers of African farmers were pushed to
the worst quality land and the least water. After the Europeans lived in small
settlements surrounded by Africans on each side, Africans were living in separate
tribal homelands, one on the other, while the Europeans dominated the entire land.

Official policies have attempted to shape African land ownership systems for the
needs of the dominant classes. In this context, African reserves have been created as a
means of containing the resistance to the expropriation of land from Africans firstly
and as reservoirs of cheap Labor secondly. South Africa has defined different policies
among its four territories with regard to land, until the Boer War (1899-1902) between
Africans and the British, which ended with the victory of the latter over Afrikaners,
and led the four South African units towards the Union in 1910 to become one British
Commonwealth units.

This paper therefore attempts to shed light on the policies that Britain has taken
with regard to African land, from the end of the Boer War to that of the South African
Union.
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@) Nasina, Edward Muntu: An analysis of African Reluctance to Meet the Labour
Demands of the Transvaal Colony as Expressed in the Labour Commission of 1903
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of Arts, University of South Africa, 2002, p. 10.
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The Cambridge History of the British Empire, Vol. VIII, Cambridge University
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() Plaatje, Sol. T.: Native Life in South Africa, Before and Since the European War
and the Boer Rebellion, Negro Universities Press, New York, 1969, p. 112.
®) Hassan, Asma: the Problems of Trusteeship in South Africa, in: "Land and
Freedom": the 18™ Annual Conference of the Australian and New Zealand Law and
History Society, 11 July 1999, p. 6.
® Halisi, C. R. D.: Dividing Lines: Black Political Thought and the Politics of
Liberation in South Africa, the Degree of Ph.D. in Political Sciences, University of
California, 1988, p. 95.

19 Omer-Cooper, J. D.: History of Southern Africa, Second Edition, Heinemann,
1994, p. 153.
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12 Bundy, Colin: the Rise and Fall of the South African Peasantry, Op., Cit., p.365.
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(16) Denoon, D. J. N.: the Transvaal Labour Crisis, 1901-1906, the Journal of African
History, Vol. 8, No. 3, 1967, p. 841.
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- Walker, Eric A. (General Editor): The Cambridge History of the British Empire,
Vol. VIII, Cambridge University Press, 1963, p. 819.
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@9 Tilby, A. Wyatt: the English People Overseas, VVol. VI, South Africa 1486-1913,
Boston and New York, 1916, p. 574.
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1) sparks, Allister: the Mind of South Africa, the Story of the Rise and Fall of
Apartheid, Mandarin, London, 1990, p. 125.
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Africa since the Boer War, Cambridge University Press, 2003, p. 54.
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@4 Murray, Colin: Land, Power and Class in the Thaba 'Nchu District, Orange Free
State, 1884-1983, Review of African Political Economy, No. 29, 1984, p. 37.

@) Bookwalter, Jeffrey Thomas: Land Reform and Rural Development in South
Africa, the Degree of Ph. D., Department of Economics, the University of Utah,
2000, pp. 126-127.

28 Murray, Colin: Black Mountain: Land, Class and Power in the Eastern Orange
Free State, 1880s to 1980s, Smithsonian Institution Press, Washington, 1992, p. 84.
) Hyam, Ronald and Henshaw, Peter: the Lion and the Springbok, Britain and South
Africa since the Boer War, Cambridge University Press, 2003, p. 54.

28 Murray, Colin: Black Mountain, Op., Cit., p. 281.
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®% Walker, Eric A.: A History of South Africa, Longmans, London, 1966, p. 545.
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35 An Appendix to the Official Report of the Native Affairs Commission for 1936
(U. G. 48 of 1937): Racial Separation: A View taken in 1936, Journal of Africa
Studies, Vol. 26, No. 2, 1967, p. 98.
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- Feinberg, Harvey M.: the 1913 Natives Land Act in South Africa: Politics, Race,
and Segregation in the Early 20™ Century, the International Journal of African
Historical Studies, Vol. 26, No. 1, 1993, p. 74-75.
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“5) Kallaway, Peter: F. S. Malan: the Cape Liberal Tradition, and South African
Politics, 1908-1924, the Journal of African History, Vol. 15, No. 1, 1974, p. 118.
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“8) Mathew, E. L.: South African Native Land Laws, Journal of the Society of
Comparative Legislation, New Series, Vol. 15, No. 1, 1915, p. 13.
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“9) Mathew, E. L.: Op., Cit., p. 13.
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(%0) Keegan, Timothy: Crisis and Catharsis in the Development of Capitalism in South
African Agriculture, African Affairs, Vol. 84, No. 336, July 1985, p. 376.
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