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ABSTRACT

In this study, we aim to highlightthe biggest challenge that the German
East Africa rule (Tanganyika) had faced during the 19" century. In fact,
the German expansion was resisted by the Hehe tribe, led by chief
Mkwawa between 1891 and 1898. during this period, chief Mkwawa
expanded his kingdom and resided in Kalenga that he fortified as his
capital.

The German rulers tried to maintain power by implementing the policy
“divide and rule” and decided to conquer the Hehe tribe and destroy it.
Chief Mkwawa, found himself surrounded by his enemy and the only
way out he saw was shooting himself to fall into enemy hands alive.
The death of Mkwawa did not end his warfare against the German enemy,
this latter was confronted in Tanganyika with the Maji-Maji rebellion
that occurred between 1905 and 1907 and in which 120 000 African
people were killed.
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Source: Verbeck, Von Letow.My Reminiscences of East
Africa. Hurst and Blackert,London,1920.
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