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This article adresses the contributions of cognitive
science to creating a new scientific facet to the field of
simultaneous interpreting, especially after the advent of Inter-
disciplinarity, which attracted the attention of researchers of
both fields towards understanding the intricacies of
simultaneous interpretation. In light of the importance of this
topic, we aim to shed the light on some cognitive characteristics
of the interpretation process and to probe more closely into these
cognitive processes through a field study, in which experienced
and inexperienced interpreters performed a simultaneous
interpretation of a speech. The results of which allowed us to
discover some cognitive skills and conclude the necessity of
including the findings of cognitive science as an excellent
source of study to both students and researchers.

Key words: cognitive science, inter-disciplinarity, mental
processes, methodology performance, simultaneous
interpretation.
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Distinguished high representatives of UN member countries,
Excellencies, Ladies and gentlemen,

I have the particular privilege of being the first speaker at the
beginning of the second part of the United Nations summit devoted to
information society. I am a lawyer by training and a politician by
vocation. Therefore, I obviously cannot be expected to present a
technical contribution on our topic. However, what I can or, indeed,
must do as a politician is to present my thinking not only about
information society but about information as such, the availability of
information, about the need to know more and more on everything at
all times - and about the possible implications of such a state of affairs
for the development of human society, for our current civilization.

I fully agree with the appraisal presented by the Secretary General of
the United Nations Kofi Annan. He said that this summit is unique
because unlike other similar meetings it does not deal with global
threats but considers, rather, the best use of benefits provided by the
information era. However, while agreeing with the Secretary General,
I would like to extend and relativize his appraisal.

Let me explain: the unimaginable development and progress of
engineering and technology, primarily in the field of communications,
has really ushered in a new period in the history of humankind. We
have undergone a historic transformation, and that is not a mere
phrase. Our lives and life styles have changed thoroughly and
irreversibly, and we may not even be fully aware of that.What was but
recently science fiction has become reality. What was first developed
for defence requirements or, in simpler terms, for war, today serves
peace and provides a new dimension and new quality to the life of
millions throughout the world. Today the collection of information is
simpler than ever before. An inconceivable volume of information has
become available to an until recently incredible number of people.
Recently I read in a Croatian paper the results of a poll in which
readers were asked whether they were afraid that Internet might be
used for disclosing their private data. Almost 40% replied that they
were afraid of that possibility, meaning that they considered it
realistic.
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