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Abstract:

The party radical founded in 1901 led by Gambetta and
Clemenceau became vnnnnnan influential force in France, the Radical
party upheld the principles of private property and secularism. During
world war much of the militants participated in the Resistance and
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cooperated with Generals de Gaulle. The government led by the
radical Edgar Faure kept Soustelle on despite intense hostility from
the settler lobby. In 1956 it was the republican front a coalition of the
S.F.1.O, U.D.S.R and radicals which took up the reformist mantle over
Algeria. On matters colonial the party had a pedigree as a liberal
reformer. In practical terms the republican front’s ideas were
transformed into a three pronged policy - pacification. But with André
Maurice remaining as minister its ideas continual to define policy as
successive government, and the left wing of the party split off to form
the centre-.In May 1958 the Algerian crisis brought down the Fourth
republic and led to the return of de Gaulle, on 16 September 1959 in a
televised De Gaulle recognized Algeria’s right to self-determination.

keywords: Party radical; republican front; matters colonial; self
determination; revolution Algerian.
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