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A Critical Reading of Translating the Tragedy of The American
Dream into Arabic: The Great Gatsby Novel
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Abstract:

This research aims to find out the reasons that led Najeeb Al-Manie to his
success in translating the events of The Great Gatsby novel into Arabic.

The results indicated the need to pay attention to the author's intellectual
reference if we want to reach the required quality in literary translation.

Keywords: literary translation; tragedy; The Great Gatsby novel; Scott Fitzgerald;
Najeeb Al-Manie.
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"You must have gone to church once. Didn’t you
get married in a church?" (Fitzgerald, 1925, p. 168)
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"There was music from my neighbor’s house through the summer nights. In

his blue gardens men and girls came and went like moths among the whisperings
and the champagne and the stars." (GG, p 43)
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"Twenty miles from the city pair of enormous eggs, identical in
contour and separated only by a courtesy bay, jut out into
the most domesticated body of salt water ... To the wingless a
more  arresting  phenomenon is  their  dissimilarity in  every
particular except shape and size."
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"One thing’s sure and nothing’s surer
The rich get richer and the poor get—children.
In the meantime,
In between time——" (Fitzgerald, 1925, p 102-103)
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The Great Gatsby. (Fitzgerald, 1925)
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"Essential Meaning of alliteration: the use of words that begin with the same
sound near one another." (Merriam Webster, 1828)
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"But outside Gatsby’s window it began to rain again so we stood in a row
looking at the corrugated surface of the Sound” (G. G, p. 99).
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"In my younger and more vulnerable years my father gave me some advice
that I’ve been turning over in my mind ever Since.
‘Whenever you feel like criticizing any one,” he told me, ‘just remember that

all the people in this world haven’t had the advantages that you’ve had.’"
(Fitzgerald, 1925, p 3)
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"In the sunlight his face was green.” (Fitzgerald, 1925, p 131)
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