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Translation of medical terms :A study of the morpho- semantic structure
of French medical terms with Greek and Latin roots and their translation

from French to arabic
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Abstract

Carrying out a research on the importance of terminology within the linguistic system is
based on a set of steps that uncovers the relation between a term and the components of a
specialized language. In addition to the difficulty of finding equivalents to the prefixes
and suffixes that are attached to the original terms, one of the obstacles hindering a proper
Arabization of medicine is indeed the French medical terms of Latin and Greek origin.
The present paper focuses on the translation, from French in to Arabic, of medical
terminology, its intricacies and the difficulty of the whole process. To this end, we have
chosen a sample of French medical terms and have tried to find their equivalents in the
Unified Medical Dictionary; an endeavor that ended in failure. Indeed, contrary to other
Arabic dictionaries, the Unified Medical Dictionary failed to provide adequate
translations for the terms we have chosen.
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"Expression générique pour désigner les langues utilisées dans des situations de
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Hyphéma :il désigne un épanchement sanguin qui commence dans le bas de la

chambre antérieure de I’ceil c’est a dire la partie bombée correspondant a 1’iris

entre la cornée et le cristallin .il est généralement post traumatique.il géne la

vision considérablement quand le niveau de la collection sanguine atteint ou
dépasse la pupille. (Terminologie médicale,-H-bio top . net)
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Hyphémie ou hypémie correspond soit a une diminition du volume sanguin du
corps (ou de la volémie ),soit & une diminution de I'un des constituants du

sang( Terminologie médicale, -H-,bio.top.net)
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