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Aspects of localism in the contemporaneous Algerian novel:
the case of "'Ghosts of the Murdered City"* by Bashir MOUFTI
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Abstract:

The contemporary novel has occupied a central position on the map of Algerian
literature, distinguished by its flexibility, renewal, and openness to issues and problems,
most notably the issue of local reality and its fluctuations. It has become an art that is
intertwined with the reality and concerns of society, harboring hidden ideologies nestled
within the folds and crevices of narrative structure and linguistic frameworks.

The spatial dimension is one of those reservoirs that proliferate within the

narrative text as implicit, non-innocent dynamics and linguistic and symbolic challenges
that arouse the appetite of researchers to engage with them, enticing them to interact
until they confess what they hide within. Following a method that teases the boundaries
and delves into the depths of the text, our research paper interrogates the narrative
scenes in the novel "Ghosts of the Slain City," seeking the features and representations
of the city of Algiers as a spatial realm that anchors the foundations of the local theme
with its visionary and anthological dimensions.
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