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The image of the other versus the self-image in american world cinema
semiotic study of the film ‘American Sniper"
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Abstract:

American films, which are screened on international cinema screens or in the Arab market, contain many issues related to
the Arab and Islamic world and many values that are contrary to the nature of the arab region's political, religious and
social morals and beliefs, seeking to distort the true image of the region and poison the moral values of the Arab peoples in
order to achieve their political, economic, religious and social agenda as well.

So if the reality of these political and religious contents in American films is well reflected, we find that it exerts a lot of
misinformation about the reality of the image of the Arab man who adheres to the Islamic religion, and this is what we will
try to highlight through this analytical semiotic study of some of the passages of the famous American autobiography
‘American Sniper', which revolves around the story of an American soldier who is one of the bloodiest snipers in
American military history 'Chris Kyle' who joined the U.S. army through his participation in the war against Iraq , This
film dealt with many events that have been associated with several purely ideological religious and political angles
focused primarily in presenting a fallacy of the American policy targeted in the region, and also extended to include the
distorted image in which Iragis were presented under the name of the terrorist organization al-Qaeda and thus marketing a
stereotype of the Iragi people on the one hand and the Muslim man who adheres to this religion on the other, and worked
to change the true image that promoted the United States of America in this war and specifically, the image of private
Chris Kyle, who has received many criticisms.

Keywords: American cinema 'Hollywood'; 'American Sniper; movies; self-image 'other image.
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