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Abstract:

The issue of prisoners of war is one of the most important topics of international
humanitarian law which deals with the law of armed conflict. The issue is related to a
situation where we are in front of a group of persons who hold the title of ‘prisoners of
war’. The Third Geneva Convention of 1949 and the first Additional Protocol of 1977
attached to the Four Geneva Conventions, addressed all matters concerning prisoners of
war and categorized them to specific types of people on whom the description of
prisoners of war and the conditions required in the fighter apply. The agreement also
included the rights and duties of prisoners and their protection, the precautions taken by
the Geneva convention’s states to protect the prisoners from their first detention to the
end of it; as it is stipulated under the rules of the Third Convention of 1949. This latter
instructs the duty to treat prisoners humanely at all stages of captivity, as well as the
responsibility of the country to prevent any mistreatments or torture to prisoners under
its jurisdiction.

Keywords: armed conflicts; humanitarian; Prisoners; protection; states; torture.
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