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The role of information services in Algerian university libraries in
enhancing the access of people with visual disabilities to institutional

digital repositories: a field study in the Braille space of the central library
of Larbi Ben Mhidi University in Oum El Bouaghi .
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Abstract:

This study comes to identify the role played by information services in university
libraries, whether traditional or modern, for people with visual disabilities to facilitate
their access to digital content available through digital repositories. To achieve the aim
of the study, a questionnaire was adopted to collect data and distributed to blind
students as a surveyed group to investigate their opinions, and a standardized interview
with the official in charge of running the Braille space at the University Library in Oum
El Bouaghi, using the descriptive approach in line with the nature of this topic.

The results revealed that services of all kinds in university libraries have an effective
role in facilitating the access of people with visual disabilities to scientific information
available through digital repositories.

Keywords: Information services; visually impaired; Space for the Blind at Larbi Ben
M'hidi University; institutional digital repositories; university libraries; penetration.
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