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ABSTRACT;
The size of the environmental problems, the fact that the
environmental problems are not limited to the country they live
in, and the inadequacy of international policies have led to the
emergence of international environmental law and an ever-
changing and expanding field of law. International agreements
in the environmental area inevitably create commercial impacts,
security concerns and implementation mechanisms among
countries.
Similar to other areas of international law, the main sources of
international environmental law are international conventions,
international customary law, general principles and secondary
doctrine.A number of subdivisions may be encountered within
the scope of international environmental law including
environmental impacts of the population, biodiversity, global
climate change, the release of various gases into the air,
protection of the Antarctic region, movement of toxic and
hazardous substances, pollution of land or ships, protection of
the sea, water pollution, desertification and nuclear power plant
regulations.
Key words; environmental problems, international policies,
pollution, global climate change, hazardous substances.

uéﬂd‘
o8 Adsl LD 5 Y L pine (K8 g iy fonse Adpal) A0l (B
sl G Rl cullls Bl Caglaas Blas clile dd of Sl Jlad)

1



mailto:rkorkusuz@hotmail.com

IJTIHALD Journal On Legal and Economic Studies ISSN: 2335-1039
Volume: 09 Number: 01 Year 2020 P 001-011

& Al Al Gaiall Gl aladl ol Al Baall cVlae LS
Ao sl ol Vs dalal) foalaall (AN A8 al Baaal) Adgall dlsally cul@lay)
Ll U<

g5l i) Il @i Al Al Baaall sl Hludl aas of e
Al Ll Aiiadl Ghlal Gl ((@hall ABY )L i gl
oo aalill gl il 3l eaylaally Aalud) Ssall Aa (Augiall saaaidl
Shallh dleidl Clelal¥) QA bl gl lad) Gl i)
Aagsill (CDlelaall)

G e Blall dalad) Rl clebill ge waall s of oSa WS
e Gl & Gagaill o3 and (Sars Sl Y|

sylall izl Zaledl claledl 01

Gllamally Sl obaw diladl claled =02

Ossy) dads o Jaliall daleiall Lisd ssalea —03

aY) oo dld gl Lleay Apdall slall Adad) Glabad) -04
Ll Fisal) Aatill 3asiall

Aoyl Al b (el @Y saseall gl Adsal) 5)lanll dalaial saled)  —05
Dl adgall il bl uilsal) sk 3a ¢ alall Jsal) Olal) (e e)aS
gy i Joal) o Ain ) ol JS0 Jlad) 138 ki (ghans ¢ Lulad
Al sl el e AaATY) e aalill Gl ol ¢ @Bl Lol
¢ Bl 38 8 sae Gyl Jeiad) 8 slall e a0 e sl 4
ls All Agles asede Bl Ol ¢ clld aay A sall CLELEYT e 22l Bl 5
Agls aelds Clabn ki Jal e ¢ elld g Aacllad Akl by laa
ge sl oK e Lygpn Tate deatll ALGI oS 23 ¢ Al
¢ Al Bleasy sl Lad L Jall Oplall e 2830 Ll ghuse Gaaas 8 "4 )1
aly Al Gaa el GLElaY) ) ALYl aee saaial) adY) e ld




IJTIHALD Journal On Legal and Economic Studies ISSN: 2335-1039
Volume: 09 Number: 01 Year 2020 P 001-011

slal Jolaty ol any cleldal Al sasid) adY) dmes odan oY)
aal aal asll ol oDlginl Jls ey o Jsall e ASlke aladl S
s Y ¢ Josll clindie sl g @adll) Al Lees 8 JleeY) Jan 250
il e aall Lddbida L) e USae il Plginl e palanl)
AL s alaaiad e a1 st Lad doall e g ¢ el
sy gl Laall abial) e LKA (L&Y caaal ¢ Jd) da e
ASadl bl sl e o) el aatian 2019 ale Ay oo LS5 B
¢ Laldisally Fonall Aol A sSal QS iy dal) 13 of I lads 8l
L) gl 8 dald L JleeY) Jan agi aad ¢ Al clpad) 8 WS
Auelp3l shalidly el heaY) N ddbad) A8Lesl) sall aladin) oo ¢
Oo ¢ lld may Agsamall Aeh Gl aanin o sl e A Jal e
138 A pmall calatiall 305 4SS il () peall (e ¢ Cangl) 138 Gakas Jal
Gladial Blas dygud Jally ¢ (gouaaadl ZLuYls dulagll Gluludl jui5 s
slSAlly Lol il aladin) s cualiall e OgSam dolaall o8 & L4uc)))l)
.(é_c-\_ﬂam\).“
syladll algally ¢ allal)
The size of the environmental problems, the fact that the
environmental problems are not limited to the country they live
in, and the inadequacy of international policies have led to the
emergence of international environmental law and an ever-
changing and expanding field of law. International agreements
in the environmental area inevitably create commercial impacts,
security concerns and implementation mechanisms among
countries.
Similar to other areas of international law, the main sources of
international environmental law are international conventions,

international customary law, general principles and secondary
doctrine. * A number of subdivisions may be encountered within
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the scope of international environmental law including
environmental impacts of the population, biodiversity, global
climate change, the release of various gases into the air,
protection of the Antarctic region, movement of toxic and
hazardous substances, pollution of land or ships, protection of
the sea, water pollution, desertification and nuclear power plant
regulations.

The most important source of international law as part of
international law is international conventions. 2 There are many
international regulations on environmental protection. If these
texts are divided into certain categories®;

- Conventions Regarding Hazardous Waste

o Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary
Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal 4 (1989)

o Protocol on Liability and Compensation for Damage
Resulting from Transboundary Movements of Hazardous
Wastes (1999)

- Conventions Regarding Nuclear Waste

o Convention on Nuclear Safety (1994)

o Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel
Management and on the Safety of Radioactive Waste
Management (2001)

o Convention on Third Party Liability in the Field of
Nuclear Energy [“Paris Convention™]° (1960).

I11-  Convention on Oceans and Marine Sources

o Agreement for the Establishment of the Indo-Pacific
Fisheries Council (1948)

J Agreement Instituting the Latin American Organization
for Fisheries Development (OLDEPESCA) (1982)

o Convention for the Prevention of Marine Pollution from
Land-Based Sources (1974)

o Convention On The Protection And Use Of
Transboundary Watercourses And International Lakes °® (1992)

o Convention on the Law of the Non-navigational Uses of
International Watercourses (1997)
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o Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants
(2001)

o International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution
from Ships’ (1973)

o International Convention Relating to Intervention on the
High Seas in Cases of Oil Pollution Casualties ® (1969)

o International Convention on Civil Liability for Bunker
Oil Pollution Damage (2001)

o United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
(“UNCLOS”) (1982)

IV-  Conventions Regarding the Protection of Ozone and
Atmosphere

o Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer (1985)
J Geneva Convention on Long-Range Transboundary Air
Pollution (1979)

o Montreal Protocol (1987)

. United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (1992)
o Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework

Convention on Climate Change (1997)
V- Conventions Regarding Protection of Species and
Wildlife

o Programme of Action for Sustainable Development °
(1992)

o Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (2000)

o United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in
Countries Experiencing Serious Drought (1994)

o Convention on the Conservation of Antarctic Marine
Living Resources ° (1980)

o Convention on International Trade in Endangered

Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (1973)
VI-  Conventions Regarding Sustainable Development

o Programme of Action for Sustainable Development
(1992)
o Rio Declaration on Environment and Development
(1992)
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o North  American  Agreement on  Environmental
Cooperation (1993)
o World Summit on Sustainable Development (2002).
As is seen from the above-mention instruments, the scope of
international environmental law is quite wide. However, it also
touches many legal areas directly. For example, international
regulations on the protection of open seas directly concern
maritime law. Energy law, international investment law, military
and civil aviation law are also touching on international
environmental law. From this point of view, it is possible to say
that there are different stages according to the sectors in terms of
protecting the environment effectively internationally.
Undoubtedly, the regulations on the protection of the
environment create international public pressure and contribute
to the increase of people's awareness. However, the regulations
on environmental protection are more likely to impose
responsibilities on governments at this stage, and national
measures on environmental pollution are expected to be taken.!!
In this respect, international environmental law instruments
mostly act as “soft law.!?> International authorities are
established within certain contracts, environmental protection is
provided through these authorities, and international texts on
environmental protection are being pursued. However, it does
not provide effective protection for the pollution of the
environment and similar violations that do not directly concern
other states™® and where adequate national protection cannot be
ensured.
In terms of environmental consequences, the international public
opinion has focused on the issue of global warming. Some of the
international texts on air protection are directly related to this.
However, the increase in the number of restrictions prevents
some of the industrialized countries from joining the contract.
The most popular example on this issue is that the United States
does not take part in the Kyoto Protocol to the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change!* and Canada is ceased to be a
member from 15 December 2012. The emission rates of certain
greenhouses gases have been determined under the latter
6
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document. This will naturally increase the amount of additional
costs in industrialized countries. The countries acted cautiously
in the event that the costs would force the states. In fact, the
result that can be drawn from this is that one of the most
important elements in terms of the applicability of international
texts on the protection of the environment which install
responsibility on countries is bearable costs. If the costs of the
obligations®® imposed by the states under the contract are found
to be high, the states are reluctant to undertake the obligation.
This is also the key in determining sustainable targets. In other
words, it is essential to take into account the costs required to
achieve the objective in order to achieve sustainable goals in the
context of environmental protection.

The environmental priority of the 2010s is to reduce the use of
plastic as well as to reduce the pollution of emitted gas into the
air and prevention of marine pollution. The United Nations
Environmental Council has issued several progress reports in
recent years for the prevention of plastic pollution.® This shows
the seriousness of the UN in reducing plastic consumption. As
stated in this report, the use of unconscious plastic contaminates
soil, water, air and contributes to an unhealthy environment in
the community. In the report, it is stated that dialogue and
working groups should be continuously formed and cooperation
should be increased.

One of the targets for the protection of the environment, which
will always be up-to-date, is healthy and sustainable agriculture.
In fact, the use of all kinds of chemicals within the hope of
getting more products in the short-term damages to agricultural
areas as well as people/consumers in the long-term. In order to
prevent this, countries are expected to encourage organic
agriculture. However, the realization of this goal may be more
difficult than expected. As a matter of fact, what the producer
looks at first would be the profit he would receive for his labor,
and the organic methods would be more costly than they
thought.

The use of artificial intelligence becomes one of the current
issues in terms of environmental protection as well as in every
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field.!” Particularly with the data obtained previously, it is
expected that in the supply chain, finding the processes that will
protect the environment and at the same time provide the most
efficiency will produce beneficial results in terms of both
producer and consumer. However, research and development
activities should be carried out by countries as well.

Conclusion and Suggestion

As a part of international public law, the development of
international environmental law and policies is essential and the
development of the field is mainly due to the fact that states feel
this obligation. As a matter of fact, the pollution resulting from
the unconscious use of the available resources has the potential
to adversely affect future life in many ways. In this context,
many international agreements have been concluded. However,
the scope of the concept of environmental protection is quite
broad and requires sectoral regulations. However, in order to
develop sustainable policies and legal rules, bearable costs is a
necessary element because it enables the states to be ‘willing’ in
realizing their responsibilities arising from international law.

In terms of protection of environment, the United Nations' role
is important in addition to intergovernmental agreements. As a
matter of fact, the UN Environment Assembly organizes
meetings, publishes reports and tries to create public opinion
with the participation of representatives of states. Today
reducing plastic consumption is one of the most important
agenda items of the Environmental Assembly. Plastic is one of
the derivative products of petroleum and the elimination of
plastic consumption does not seem possible from various angles.
In order to reduce plastic consumption, countries should also
encourage individuals to use financial instruments. For example,
plastic bags of stores have been made mandatory to provide for
a fee in Turkey from the beginning of 2019. This will encourage
individuals to use less plastic bags and it is seen that this
solution suits the government’s book.

Healthy and sustainable agriculture, as in the past years, is one
of the agenda items. Especially in developing countries, the use
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of various chemicals damage both people and agricultural areas.
For the prevention, countries are expected to encourage organic
agriculture. However, in order to achieve this goal, it is
necessary to reduce the cost of growing organic products. This is
to promote the national policies and organic production and thus
facilitate the trade of agricultural products. In this process it will
be appropriate to extend the use of technology and artificial
intelligence.
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