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Abstract:  

This research paper aims to study and analyze one of the patterns 

and applications of federal systems, which depend mainly on the 

ethnographic dimension, or what is termed as ethnic federalism.in 

this regard the Ethiopian case was addressed,as it is one of the 

unique cases of it's kind on the african continent,by addressing the 

historical background about the adoption of the fedral system in it, 

and then mechanisms for distributing legal competencies between 

levels of government. The paper concluded that although ethnic 

federalism came to take into account the peculiarities of ethnic 

groups in Ethiopia, it was not spared from attempts of disintegration 

and separation, especially what the Tigray region is witnessing.  

Keywords: federalism, ethnic federalism, Ethiopia, ethnicity, ethnic 

pluralism. 
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Source: The 2007 Population and Housing Census of Ethiopia, 

National Statistical Summary Report, Federal Democratic 

Republic of Ethiopia, Office of Population Census Commission 

Central Statistical Agency, July 2010, page 1 
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Source: ZEMELAK AYELE, “Local government in Ethiopia: still 

an apparatus of control?” . Law, Democracy & Development 15, 

2011, p 14 
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